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Great Is The Mystery of Salvation
Don Hatch

God loved mankind and sent His Son to die on
their behalf. The wondrous love of God is found
in His desire to forgive, justify, sanctify and
redeem mankind through the propitiation of Jesus
(Rom 3:21-30; 1 Cor 1:26-31). God's grace is a
part of God’s plan for mankind’s redemption.
Jesus died for the sins of all men. Many remain
unsaved. Since not all are saved and Christ died
for all, it is apparent that all have responsibilities
in their salvation (Rom 10:1-16). Mankind must
be active upon the plan of salvation. Doing as
God requires, leads to salvation. If he does not,
then he will be lost (Mk 16:15, 16).

The gospel preached aforetime indicated that
mankind would be given a Savior (Gal 3:18).
Prophets prophesied of salvation and the grace
which was to come (1 Pet 1:10). The church
preached the gospel of the glories to come.
Angels desired to know and look into the
redemption of man (1 Pet 1:13; Heb 2:16). The
sequence of redemption is necessary. Each
individual must start where he is in knowledge of
the gospel and then follow the scheme of
redemption from first principles to the fullness of
salvation (Heb 5:13, 14; 6:1-8). The gospel is
God’s power unto salvation (Rom 1:16, 17).
Hearing the gospel engenders faith (Rom 10:17;
Heb 11:6). Faith is necessary for salvation to be
effectual in a person’s life. This faith leads a
sinner to respond by asking, “What must I do to
be saved?” Faith leads one to respond to the
commands of Christ. Repentance is turning
around the life of a believer (Lk 13:3; Acts 2:38;
Acts 17:30). Salvation is predicated on one
turning from sin and practicing righteousness.
Without a determination to walk in the light,
redemption is impossible (1 Jn 1:5-10); 2:15-18).
Without a change there will never be a “new
birth”. Confession with the mouth that “Jesus
Christ is the Son of God” is a part of the plan of
salvation (Rom 10:9, 10; Acts 8:37). Confession
is not a magic formula which makes one a
Christian. There must be a death of the old man
and bringing forth of a new man (Rom 6:1-11). In
baptism one dies to sin to arise and walk in the
newness of life as a child of God through Christ.
Maintaining a faithful life determines the destiny
of the inner man (2 Cor 4:14-16; 1 Jn 5:13-21;
Rev 2:7). One must be baptized to obtain
salvation. It is in baptism that the individual dies
to sin and is raised to walk in the newness of life
[eternal life 1 Jn 5:13].

Baptism is for the Remission of Sins (Acts
2:38). In baptism sins are washed away (Acts

22:16). Baptism brings newness of life (Rom 6:4). Only in
baptism can one put on Christ (Gal 3:27). All spiritual
blessings are “in” Christ. One must be in Christ to receive
these spiritual blessings (Eph 1:3-15). Being buried with
Christ, “…ye were also raised with him through faith in
the working of God, who raised him from the dead” (Col
2:12, 13). We are saved in baptism, “…which also after a
true likeness doth now save you, even baptism, not the
putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the interrogation
of a good conscience toward God, through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ…” (1 Pet 3:21).

Baptism is for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38). The
conversion of individuals in the Bible demonstrates that
each was baptized. The Jews on Pentecost (Acts 2:38),
people of Samaria (acts 8:12, 13), Ethiopian Eunuch
(Acts 8:38), Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:18; 22:16), Cornelius
and household (Acts 10: 47, 48), Lydia and her
household (Acts 16:33), the Philippian jailer (Acts
16:33), Crispus and the Corinthians (Acts 18:8),
followers of John the Baptizer (Acts 19:1-5). Immersion
in water was the means of being baptized in Jesus’ name.
Immersion means to submerge. It is like a burial. The
entire individual must be submerged (Acts 8:38, 39;
Rom 6:1-5). The example of the Ethiopian Eunuch going
into the water and coming out of it demonstrates such a
baptism. Baptism is not the washing away of the filth of
the flesh, but is an answer of a good conscience toward
God, through the resurrection of Christ (1 Pet 3:21).

Baptism plays a necessary part in man’s redemption.
Without being baptized into Christ one cannot be added
to the church He died for (Acts 2:42; 20:28; Mat 16:13-
20). The church of Christ is neither Jewish, Protestant
nor Catholic. Hence any traditions handed down over
time by such groups should not influence one who is
reading the Bible to find the answer to “what must I do
to be saved?” Our responsibility is the same as the
Bereans, to search the scripture to find the plan of
salvation (Acts 17:11). Obedience follows hearing the
word of God (Rom 10:16, 17; Heb 11:6).

“These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto
thee shortly; but if I tarry long, that thou mayest know
how men ought to behave themselves in the house of
God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and
ground of the truth. And without controversy great is the
mystery of godliness; He who was manifested in the
flesh, Justified in the spirit, Seen of angels, Preached
among the nations, Believed on in the world, Received
up in glory” (1 Tim 3:14-16).

God has done His part. All that remains is for each of
us to do ours, that we might one day be with God the
Father, Jesus the Christ and the Holy Spirit in the city of
the Living God (Heb 12:22-29). Thanks be to God, Jesus
Christ came to seek and save (Lk 19:1-10).

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Saved - in Christ
(Galatians 3:27)

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16

““……churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD



A Message from Our Shepherds

Our teachers at Belt Line are to be commended for the great love
they show in preparing lessons week after week so we as students
can receive valuable Bible Lessons. Bro. Hatch continues to bring
us meaningful and necessary sermons from the Bible each week.
We shouldn't forsake the assembling of ourselves together as we
have opportunity. Both are very important to us in pleasing God
and keeping his commandments.

Those of us who are practicing the pattern of the 1st century
Church are now called traditional "Churches of Christ". Webster
defines traditional as "handed down by, or conforming to
tradition”. Not a bad definition, since we are practicing exactly
how the first Church was assembling and worshipping God. I am
proud to say we have kept the tradition at Belt Line. Now, those
that are not keeping the tradition established in the first century
had better return to the tradition. You have gone astray, and in
danger of losing your soul. Noah saved his family by keeping
God's commandments (1 Pet 3:8-22). We need to make and
practice the same life saving choice of keeping and doing God's
commandments.

We need to continually keep in mind that many in this world
today will be eternally lost. Five times as much is written in the
Bible about those that will be lost. One of the basic truths,
revealed both in the Old Testament Scriptures and the New
Testament, is that God "will bring every work into judgment, with
every secret thing, whether it be good or evil" (Ecc. 12:14, Rom.
14:12, 2 Cor. 5:10, Heb. 9:27). Jesus reveals that we have a choice
of two destinies, and we choose our eternity by how we live now.
"When the Son of man shall come in his glory..., before him shall
be gathered all the nations: and he shall separate them one from
another, as the shepherd separateth the sheep form the goats....
Then shall the King say to them on his right hand, come, ye
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from
the foundation of the world. Then shall he also say unto them on
left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into the eternal fire which is
prepared for the devil and his angels.... These shall go away into
eternal punishment: But the righteous unto eternal life"
(Matt.25:31-46). None of us likes to think of being lost. We love
to dwell on the thoughts of Heaven, with all its beauty and joys.
We don't like to think of hell. But we need to realize that hell is
real, just as real as is heaven. And as sure as there will be some in
heaven, there will be several (many) in hell. Jesus "came to seek
and save that which was lost' (Lk. 19:10, Jn 3:16).

Yes, it all depends on us as to where we spend eternity. We have a
choice and we should always choose to serve God and keep his
commandments. Therefore I'll continue to attend the traditional
Church of Christ! Keep our sick and shut-ins in your prayers!

Dean Webb

“But we are bound to give thanks to God always for you, brethren
beloved of the Lord, for that God chose you from the beginning unto
salvation in sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:
whereunto he called you through our gospel, to the obtaining of the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brethren, stand fast, and hold
the traditions which ye were taught, whether by word, or by epistle of
ours” (2 Thes 2:13-15ASV).

Changing

Living in a world that is restlessly changing brings new and
unique consequences into our lives. From walking, horse drawn
carriages to an automobile that can race at over 200 miles per
hour, space ships which can soar away to the distant planets and
view the stars as never before there are changes. Changes in our
houses, food, clothing, education and countless other items are
constantly “news worthy”.

There is a constancy to consider. For everything there is a season
and purpose. Birth, death, planting, harvesting, war, peace,
embracing, refrain from embracing, speaking, silence and the
laboring of one’s hand all have seasons. Whatsoever God does is
forever. Nothing can be added to or subtracted from it. God had
done this to make mankind know how to reverence Him. God has
put eternity into the heart of man. That which was long ago and
that which is to be are all under His control. Justice and injustice
is judged by His divine counsel. There is a purpose for all things
and every work. Life and death befall man and beast. Man has the
preeminence above the beast. Man will be judged for the deeds he
did in his body (Eccl 3:1-22).The inner man lives in a body
confronted by a changing world. How this inner man lives is of
great importance. The mortal will one day face immortality in
heaven or hell (Heb 9:12; 2 Cor 5:10).The spirit of man must
control the outward man. Appetites of the physical man are
ceaselessly craving. Lacking control of these appetites will corrupt
body and soul. (Gal 5:16-23). “This is the end of the matter; all
hath been heard: fear God, and keep his commandments; for this
is the whole duty of man. For God will bring every work into
judgment, with every hidden thing, whether it be good, or whether
it be evil” (Ecc 12:13, 14).

There are some who would change the gospel (Gal 1:6-11).
The sufficiency of the gospel is changeless. What God has caused
to be written must never be altered by time or circumstance (Rev
21). The gospel needs nothing added to it. Human needs are
consistently the same. Man needs the salvation which is revealed
in the gospel (Rom 1:16, 17). All of mankind has sinned and
needs the saving grace revealed in the gospel (Rom 5:1-10; 3:23;
6:23). God has forbidden any changes in the gospel. Neither man
nor angel is allowed to alter it in any manner. The gospel alone
has the power of salvation to transform sinful man (Col 1:13). The
gospel has the same power today that it had on the day the church
began (Acts 2:1-47). Sinning has not advanced from lust of the
eye, lust of the flesh and vainglory (1 Jn 2:15-22). Sin has never
changed and the remission of it is still the blood of Jesus Christ.
The gospel once for all delivered cannot be tampered with (Jude
3).The gospel was once for all delivered (Jude 3) to take away
these sins. Faith and faithfulness are conditions which cannot be
nullified by time or a changing world. To be one with Christ
requires hearing the words of truth, believing the gospel, repenting
of sins, confession Jesus as the Son of God and being baptized for
the remission of sins. The church to which one is added is
important. Jesus died to purchase only one church (Acts 20:28;
Eph 1:22, 23). In a changing world the truth of the gospel of
salvation is changeless and pure. We can know the Truth and the
Truth will set us free (Jn 8:30-33).

Don Hatch



GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

February 20, 2011

Front foyer: Nancy Pond & Roberta Price

Back foyer: Stan & Doris Selby

February 27, 2011

Front foyer: Robert & Betty Ruckman

Back foyer: Max Melton & Ilene Ashworth

Sermon Titles

February 20, 2011

a.m: Lesson by Jerry McKey
p.m: Lesson by Richard Renfro

February 27, 2011
a.m: “Our Accountability”
Scripture: Rom 14:7-12
p.m: “Eternity In The Heart”
Scripture: Ecc 3:6-15

*****************
Contribution Counters

Glen Kelly, Thomas Rathbun
*****************

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

*****************
SINGING SESSION

The singing class will meet Sunday in room #116 at 5:15
p.m.

*****************
MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL

The Monday morning devotional will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the
Annex.

****************
LADIES

The Ladies Class is studying the “Parables of Jesus”.
Roberta Price will teach “Shrewd Manager” Luke 16:1-
13 February 22nd. These classes are spiritually uplifting
and encouraging. Plan to attend.

Teens
∙39ers Breakfasts in the annex will be hosted by the teens
March 5th. They ask all who are planning to attend to sign up
on the sheet in the foyer. The breakfast will start at 8 AM.

****************
39ers

Our monthly meal and fellowship will be Monday February
21st 6:30pm. The meal will be potluck. The fellowship is
always a special highlight of the evening. Bring a friend.

Investment In Others
As you read the New Testament this year make your cards
that list various items we do in the name of the Lord (Gal
6:1-10; Col 3:17). On the back side of the card write the
names of those you are going to contact this year. Other
passages to consider Mat 25:31-46; Mat 7:12; Lk 8:4-21;
Mat 13:1-23.
The relevance of a personal outreach to others is that it is
worth doing. Our efforts keep the gospel being presented
in the community. An ever expanding company of faithful
brethren dedicated to seeking the lost and leading them to
Jesus is incalculable in its worth. Our objectives are clear
in unfolding months ahead. We know those who are lost,
discouraged and in need of Jesus in their lives. Reach out
to them one at a time.

*****************
Christ’s Haven

. They picked up groceries on Feb 15th. They appreciate
your generosity and brotherly love.

*****************
NEWS OF THE SICK

∙Nancy Pond is still ill.

∙Charlene Carroll’s Daughter-in-law had surgery for cancer at
Harris Hospital, Ft. Worth, Tuesday [2/8]. Her surgery was
extensive.
∙Johnny Bowmen Nancy Pond’s brother is still having problems
following his procedure to break up kidney stones.

∙Don and Margaret Lewis are both ill with colds.

∙Mike Garrison is having back pain from a pulled muscle after
slipping on ice.

∙J. C. Ross is ill with a cold.

Several who had been on our prayer list have recovered and
were back in worship Sunday. We are grateful to God for His rich
and abiding providence in our lives.

****************
Each month we receive reports from our missionaries. They

report on their work and the circumstances of their families. We
post them on the bulletin board in the front foyer. These are snap-
shots of the daily lives of our brethren in foreign countries. Often
they face daunting challenges. Many of their prayer requests are
included in these reports. Take a few moments to read them and
add their concerns to your prayers (1 Tim 2:1-10; 1 Thes 5:17).

****************
Richard Renfro Reported

Richard Renfro told us Sunday [2/13] that the gathering of
Bibles for Mission Printing Sea Containers going very well. They
are trying to send 500 Bibles in each container. If you still have a
King James or New King James Bible at home that you would
like to donate please put them in the box in the foyer. Several have
made a contribution in money for purchasing Bibles. Richard
reminded us that Belt Line Road Church of Christ is a generous
and loving congregation.

***********
THANK YOU

Bryan Rosenbalm Said, “Thank you for being the blessing you are
to all who know you, Thank you everyone. You all have been a Great
help. Thank you for all the prayers and never losing faith in God to
show me the way.” Bryan is Jan Smithson’s grandson.



LORD’S TABLE/MORNING FEBRUARY SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Dean Webb
Mike Batot  Bobby England  Garl Latham
James Gilliam Brent Howard  Glen Kelly
Brandon Howard Roy Martin
Glen Kelly Derrol Allen A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Bill Matthews  John Mayer
John Mayer

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 John Mayer

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING  Bill Matthews
Bill Paschall
Stan Selby P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Marvin Brown
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Darrell Allen
A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)

Darrell Allen  Garl Latham

Be sure and mark your calendar –

Ladies’ Class February 22nd –Roberta Price will be the teacher. She will teach the “Shrewd Manager Luke 16:1-13.
39ers will meet in the annex for a meal and fellowship. Monday February 21st at 6:30pm
The teens will have breakfast for the 39ers Mach 5th at 8:00 am. Sign up in the foyer.
Men note some changes with those in the worship services this week. Thank you for your help.

MISSIONS

Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Malaysia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Glen & Kuin Tattersall – Australia
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Hyderabad Church of Christ - Hyderabad, India
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Dan Keele – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India
Rohan & Sandra Jones Capetown South Africa


