
January 18, 2010

SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

January 24, 2010

a.m. “All Seeing Eye”

Scripture: Psalm 32:8-11

p.m. “Death & Burial of Moses”

Scripture: Deuteronomy 34:1-8

What Defiles?
Don Hatch

The Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus reproaching Him and intensified their opposition to
Him. No longer satisfied to be in the background they came forward to attack Him (Mat 15:1-
20). These experts in the Law of Moses became aggressive and orchestrated their questions
to do the most damage to Jesus’ teaching. They compared His teachings and actions of His
disciples to transgressions. Transgressions were actions which countered God, stated law or
went beyond it including the idea of overstepping limits (1 Thes 4:6). “Going aside” were
common words used to metaphorically denote “transgressions”. It always meant a breach of
law and that which made men sinners. Conscience has a constant standard external to itself;
by Law men are taught their inability to yield completely in obedience and fall short of God’s
glory thereby needing a Savior (Rom 2:23; 5:1-11).

The masses had been taught that the traditions of the elders which were called Mishnah and
were reactions (giving underlying conclusions) of the Jewish oral traditions handed down as a
major work of Rabbinic Judaism. The first major work of these Rabbis was dated around 560
BC and included many oral traditions. In the passing of time these sayings were placed into a
codex [bound volume] in order that they might not be forgotten. They were a Rabbis’
commentary that comprised the “Talmud and Gemara”. It often presented legal cases and
gave judgments. These judgments became teachings wherein everyday realities of human
living, service and worshipful practices became binding and sacred. They served as a
development of new laws and collections of traditions which required the Jewish nation to live
by them. They dealt with prayer, marriage, divorce, men women, oaths, laws of nazirite, civil
and criminal law, courts and actions to be taken because of a law suit. Purity of food, body and
soul were commented upon in these traditions of the elders.

The government of God exercises control over the moral and religious practices and is
administered in a compelling way to engage the mind, heart and soul of mankind. God’s moral
and religious inducements are designed and calculated to influence mankind to the best
pursuits of life. They are a definite and perfect rule to define feelings and actions marked to



exact a life of honor, duty and love. Their sanctions held all the blessedness of everlasting life
and denouncements against offenders wherein is found all the pains of spiritual death and loss
of hope of eternal life with God. The laws of God clearly revealed the power to maintain an
unbroken relationship with God which did not depend on any other teachings. The Jewish
doctors of the law often overstepped God’s law and thus were “traditions” and were unlawful.
The Pharisees and Sadducees made disciples and demanded adherence to their traditions.
They compared their disciples to those of Jesus. Jesus rebuked them and demonstrated their
teachings were in reality “curses”. The law of God required holiness (Lev 19:2). Ethical and
ritual practices were functions of God’s Law. Traditions of the elders were unsupported actions
but binding because of long use. As regulations and opinions snow-balled they became the
decisions of the “Sages”.

Jesus identified the “tradition” which demonstrated that the lack of honor of parents was
contrary to God’s stated laws. The action called “Corban” was a gift offered to God. The Jews
were addicted to rash vows. If they wanted to avoid caring for their parents they could “corban”
or give God the money which would have applied to the parents care and maintenance, thus
avoiding the rendering of aid to aging parents. Clearly this was in opposition to what is found in
Scripture (Ex 20:12; Deut 5:16; Ex 21:17; Lev 20:9). The commandment which included a duty
to provide for father and mother necessitated what the traditions of the elders nullified. The
word hypocrite referred a “stage actor” who wore a mask to hide his identity and in a
pretentious manner “play-acted” a part to deceive the audience. Isaiah predicted that there
would be “pretentious” worshipers who “spoke” but hid a heart that was far from true worship of
God.

Jesus made sure those who heard the attacks upon His teachings showed a clear
understanding of defilement. In a terse but simple manner He gave them a “tradition of the
elders” concerning the washing of hands to be ceremonially clean defiled hearts which
corrupted the sacrifice and invalidated it. Defilement issued from the heart, out of which
proceeded the issues of life. A worshiper could not have an inner storehouse of beliefs or rules
which contradicted God in outward expression and not be incalculably evil. Honoring God with
the lips is a part of sacrifice (Heb 13:15). Hypocrites whose pretentious acts obscured evil
intentions, often forget that The Word of the Lord is sharper than a two edged sword (Heb
4:13-16). It divides between thought and intent and no one is immune to discovery. Religious
practices must be coordinated with a heart free from vice. The contemptuous question asked
by the Pharisees and scribes manifested that their hearts were filled with vice. Evils such as
murder were indeed deployed from hearts filled with evil. Lust of the eye, lust of the flesh and
vainglory are a triad which illustrates an evil heart wherein actions come forth defiling an
individual. Cleanse your heart from all defilement (Tit 1:15, 16)!



FAMILY CARE: A Message from Our Shepherds
We need more volunteers to collate tracts in the Jr. Auditorium on Sunday afternoons. Many
of our Mission Printing volunteers are experiencing long term health difficulties and have asked
that some of you come help. This is a very important work in spreading the word of God
throughout the world. 2009 was a very exciting year for Mission Printing. We accomplished
many projects with your support, physically as well as financially. The outside of the building
was repainted, the roof was repaired, the parking lot was resurfaced and striped, a wheel chair
ramp and a concrete loading area were completed. An enormous reduction was made in our
freight costs by sending the majority of tracts via sea container. Thanks to two missionaries,
we were able to send 4,000 pounds of tracts to the Philippines with no cost and 1,200 pounds
to South Africa with no cost. This was a savings of $15,600. One pound is equal to about 20
tracts. We sent our first full container to Ghana with 30,000 pounds, saving $81,000. After
being in customs for a month it was finally released Friday to be distributed freely to the people
of West Africa. God has blessed Mission Printing for over 30 years with great volunteers and
wonderful donors. Please come help!

Paul tells us in Galatians 6:9, 10: "And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due
season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do
good to all, especially to those who are of the household of faith."
Have a great week in the Lord,

~Richard L. Renfro

“Jehovah saith unto my Lord, Sit thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy
footstool. Jehovah will send forth the rod of thy strength out of Zion: Rule thou in the midst of
thine enemies. Thy people offer themselves willingly in the day of thy power, in holy array: Out
of the womb of the morning Thou hast the dew of thy youth. Jehovah hath sworn, and will not
repent: Thou art a priest for ever after the order of Melchizedek. The Lord at thy right hand will
strike through kings in the day of his wrath. He will judge among the nations, He will fill the
places with dead bodies; He will strike through the head in many countries. He will drink of the
brook in the way: Therefore will he lift up the head” (Psm 110:1-7).

“Jehovah is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; He
leadeth me beside still waters. He restoreth my soul: He guideth me in the paths of
righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, tho I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I
will fear no evil; for thou art with me; Thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me. Thou preparest a
table before me in the presence of mine enemies: Thou hast anointed my head with oil; my
cup runneth over. Surely goodness and lovingkindness shall follow me all the days of my life;
and I shall dwell in the house of Jehovah forever” (Psm 23:1-6).



GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, January 24, 2010

Front foyer: Carol Swinney; Mike & Elizabeth Garrison

Back foyer: Robert & Betty Ruckman

Sunday, January 31, 2010

Front foyer: Bill & Linda Matthews

Back foyer: Robert & Cathy Taylor

Family News:
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will meet in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning devotional will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

LADIES
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet on January 26th at 9:30 a.m. with a lesson by Beverly McKey on
Knowledge & Wisdom.

SUNDAE SUNDAY
All children & their parents are invited to a Sundae Sunday on January 24th at 5:00 p.m. in the
Annex.

THANK YOU
Simple words cannot express the gratefulness we feel for your many kind expressions of love
& concern during these past few weeks & months of Frances’ illness. It has been more than
difficult to maintain some semblance of normalcy in our lives yet you made us feel so
comfortable & accepted. Frances frequently asked, “Is it time to go to church now?” She
genuinely loved all of you even as I do. I look forward to continue being a part of this great
church & contributing whatever I can to her glory & usefulness. Please keep us in your prayers
as we do you. Back in 1998 when Frances began to see problems within, she wrote this note
which was to be opened only at her death. Henry Seidmeyer



To Beltline Church of Christ, Irving, Texas; Dear Beltline members: Just to thank you for loving
us & for helping us in so many wonderful ways to love God more deeply. Thru His grace – “see
you in the Morning!” All my love, Frances Seidmeyer (1998)

NEWS OF THE SICK
∙Debra Alonzo was released from the hospital on Friday afternoon.

∙Evelyn Armstrong continues to suffer with throat problems.

∙Charlene Carroll is in Baylor/Irving, room #583 for rehab.

∙Kati Mimms suffers again with severe headaches.

∙Everett Newton is in Baylor/Dallas, room #619 needing blood & very ill from the chemo.

∙Nelda Newton is recuperating from pneumonia.

∙John Williams (Bobbie Williams’ son) has stage 4 cancer in several places.

Continuous Prayer Concerns:
Grady Fowler, Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Don & Judy Hancock, Jean Kelly, Jack & Frances
LaFerney, Garldean Latham, Everett Newton, Leo Townsend, Thomas West, Brad Anderson (Bill
Paschall’s friend), Charlie & Mary DiPalma (missionaries).

Jesus- Isaiah 53:2-7
For he grew up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground: he hath no form nor

comeliness; and when we see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.
He was despised, and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and as one

from whom men hide their face he was despised; and we esteemed him not.
Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of

God, and afflicted.
But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of

our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.
All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and Jehovah hath laid

on him the iniquity of us all.
He was oppressed, yet when he was afflicted he opened not his mouth; as a lamb that is led to the
slaughter, and as a sheep that before its shearers is dumb, so he opened not his mouth.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· January 31: Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· January 31: Singing session in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· February 12: Shenandoah Lectureship



LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Richard Renfro
 Purman Cofer  JC Ross  Stan Selby
 Jerry Baker  Robert Taylor  Garl Latham
 Dorris Walker  Virgil LaFerney
 Marvin Brown  Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Mike Garrison  Derrol Allen  John Mayer
 Bill Matthews  Roy Martin Psalm 32:8-11
 Rob Farmer
 John Mayer

A.M. SONG LEADER
 Darrell Allen

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Henry Seidmeyer
 Jerry McKey

P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
 Kenny Mayer

Deuteronomy 34:1-8

P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
 Jerry Baker (last song: Denzil Myers)

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
 Marvin Brown
 Thomas Rathbun

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
 Mike Batot

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 79 82 83 125
A.M. Worship 128 151 137 210
P.M. Worship 81 75 79 112
Wed. Class 75 78 77 110
Ladies Bible Class - 19 17 35
Contribution $5309 $5391 $5789 $5474



MISSIONS
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


