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The Reality of Hell
Don Hatch

“Hell is cruel, inhuman and barbarous…”
[Bertrand Russell]. Unbelievers in general have
questions about hell and the justice it represents.
The existence of hell has been defended both
from the Scriptures and human reason. Jesus
taught the existence of hell. Scriptures
emphatically affirm that there is a hell. Jesus, the
Son of God had more to say about hell than He
did about heaven. He warned that there was one
who was able to destroy both body and soul and
cast them into hell (Mat 10:28). Rejection of
Jesus was illustrated by a weed. Weeds are to be
plucked up and cast into hell at the end of the
ages (Mat 13:40). Jesus taught that those who
were not in fellowship with Him were on His left
side, meaning that they would depart this world
into hell (Mat 25:41-50). The serious problem of
the body is not being controlled by righteousness
but ending up in an everlasting fire (Mk 9:43).
Jesus’ illustration of hell and the rich man is stark
and real (Lk 16:19-31). The final book of the
New Testament engages in the most graphic
picture of hell (Rev 20:11-15). Paul stated that
the Lord was going to be revealed from heaven
with fire and with His angels to punish those who
did not know or obey Him. The punishment
would be everlasting fire, destruction, and
isolation from the presence of the Lord (2 Thes
1:1-9). There is an appointment from which man
cannot flee. It is death and judgment (Heb 9:27).

God’s justice demands that He must be
separated from all sin. Making direct statements
about hell and offering reasons for it establish the
seriousness of choices. God is just and He cannot
be unjust. His justice demands that there be a
place for the unholy and ungodly to remain
throughout eternity (Rom 2). He is too pure and
untainted to look upon sin (Hab 1:13). God
cannot be partial (Acts 10:34, 35; Rom 2:10, 11).
Wickedness seems to prosper in this life but after
this life the wicked will be punished in order that
God’s justice is fulfilled. There would be no
justice if the unbelieving, merciless and evil did
not suffer for their lives. Man’s readiness to find
fault with God always ends with accusations of
Him being unjust and merciless when He finally
demonstrates the need for hell. Rejecting God’s
mercy and justice upon the earth makes us aware
of how evil must eventually be confronted with
justice. Because hell is true we need to have a
spiritual awakening and become amazed at the
severity of hell and the beauty of heaven.

Love cannot act coercively [with great power],
only persuasively. God does not force mankind to

love. He is love and therefore demonstrates the value of
love (1 Jn 3:1-10; 4:16). Forced love is not love, it is
against the will. Such is not love (2 Cor 9:7). Love is
manifested without compulsion and duress. God does not
use the irresistible or the indisputable to force mankind to
love Him. Such actions would override the “free will of
mankind”. God can only “woo” [solicit and entreat by
awakening the overwhelming need for love] mankind to
seek the best and blessed side of life. Those who choose
not to love God must be allowed to not love God for
eternity. Those who love God must be separated from the
loveless for eternity. Love demands hell. Hell allows the
separation of good from evil.

God cannot force mankind into heaven against their will;
human’s free will demands a free choice. Jesus saw
Jerusalem bent on destruction. He wanted to save them
from such a destiny (Mat 23:37). In the final test of
mankind there will be those who have said to God, “Thy
will be done” and those to whom God will say “well done
thou good and faithful servant”. Mankind’s disputing
God’s purity and flaunting His grace will find that being
without grace ends in a world of fire and brimstone.
Unless there is a hell there is no victory over evil. Good is
frustrated by the acts of evil. Evil must eventually give
way to good. Such an action cannot be through
compulsion. There must be an ultimate separation or else
good does not triumph (Rom 8:31-39). If it does not God
is not in ultimate control. Such is false. God’s sovereignty
demands a hell (1 Cor 15:20-58; Rev 20-22). The cross of
Calvary implies that hell is real. Only through and because
of the cross can mankind be saved (1 Cor 1:10-18; 15:3;
Rom 3:21). If there is not hell the agony and suffering of
Jesus Christ upon the cross was needless. Christ’s death is
robbed of its spiritual and eternal significance unless there
is an eternal separation from God to which mankind will
be delivered due to disobedience of God.

The nature and location of hell are described by the
Bible. Outer darkness, away from the presence of God and
a place of constant torment (Mat 8:12; 22:13; Rev 22:14-
20; Mat 25: 41; 2 Thes 1:1-9). Hell is a horrible reality
compared to a wandering star (Jude 13). It is like a pit
where trash is dumped eternally (Mk 9:40-48; Rev 20:1-
3). It is a place of anguish and torment, filled with people
of regret (Lk 16:28). Hell has a great void fixed (Lk
16:26). Once there no one leaves. God is not cruel. He is
just. Torment is inflicted. The torment of hell is the
destiny of the sinner. Heaven would be torment to the ones
who have irretrievably rejected God, were they forced to
accept Him. Torment is living with bad choices. The
weeping and gnashing of teeth are results of knowing that
they deserve the consequences of their actions are eternal.
Hell makes it evident that the pain and suffering are self-
induced. Hell will last as long as God and heaven
(everlasting). Hell is not an annihilation, nor nonexistence.
The scriptures manifest that Heaven and hell are real.
Make the right choice now.

Repent
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Hear the Gospel
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“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

Define the words “beautiful” and “ugly.” What qualities
distinguish “beautiful” from “ugly?” Distinguishing between
beauty and ugliness is difficult. While anyone can define the
two for himself, few can define successfully what is beautiful
and ugly to everyone else. These definitions are highly
individualistic. What is beautiful to one person is often ugly
to another and vise versa.

God does not define beauty by using the criteria people
commonly use. God never used physical, outward
appearances to determine beauty. When the prophet Samuel
examined Jesse’s sons in search of the next king of Israel, he
was much impressed with Eliab’s appearance. God declared
to Samuel ““But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look at his
appearance or at his physical stature, because I have refused
him. For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man looks at
the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”” 1
Sam. 16:7

What is beautiful in God’s eyes? Noting the qualities God
has cherished in the lives of other people is one way to
determine God’s concept of beauty. Noah’s implicit trust in
God led him to construct a mammoth boat miles from water.
Abraham trusted God’s promise so implicitly that he would
have sacrificed his son of promise without hesitation. While
all these people were beautiful to God, virtually nothing is
known about their physical appearance. It was their faith and
service that made them beautiful to God.

The qualities God wants in His people further reveal His
concept of beauty. The beatitudes reveal some of God’s
standards of beauty. An awareness of one’s spiritual poverty,
sorrow for wickedness, hungering and thirsting after
righteousness, being merciful, having purity of heart, and
being a peacemaker are all qualities of beauty. The beauty
visible to God is the beauty of the inner person. If we are
doing God’s work we are definitely beautiful in God’s eyes.
Let each of us show our beauty each day. Jerry McKey

“Brethren, my heart's desire and my supplication to God is for
them, that they may be saved. For I bear them witness that
they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. For
being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to
establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the
righteousness of God. For Christ is the end of the law unto
righteousness to every one that believeth. For Moses writeth
that the man that doeth the righteousness which is of the law
shall live thereby. But the righteousness which is of faith saith
thus, Say not in thy heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that
is, to bring Christ down:) or, Who shall descend into the
abyss? (That is, to bring Christ up from the dead.) But what
saith it? The word is nigh thee, in thy mouth, and in thy heart:
that is, the word of faith, which we preach: because if thou
shalt confess with thy mouth Jesus as Lord, and shalt believe
in thy heart that God raised him from the dead, thou shalt be
saved: for with the heart man believeth unto righteousness;
and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation (Rom
10:1-10).

Blessings Of Humility

“Now before the feast of the passover, Jesus knowing
that his hour was come that he should depart out of
this world unto his Father… riseth from supper, and
layeth aside his garments; and he took a towel, and
girded himself. Then he poureth water into the basin,
and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them
with the towel wherewith he was girded. So he cometh
to Simon Peter. He saith unto him, Lord, dost thou
wash my feet? Jesus answered and said unto him,
what I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt
understand hereafter. Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt
never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, if I wash
thee not, thou hast no part with me. Simon Peter saith
unto him, Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands
and my head… Know ye what I have done to you? Ye
call me, Teacher, and, Lord: and ye say well; for so I
am. If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, have washed
your feet, ye also ought to wash one another's feet. For
I have given you an example, that ye also should do as
I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, a
servant is not greater than his lord; neither one that is
sent greater than he that sent him. If ye know these
things, blessed are ye if ye do them” (Jn 13:1-22).

Aspects of humility are that one is in compliance toward the
one to whom service is rendered. God opposes the proud, but
gives grace to the humble (1 Pet 5:5). Everyone who exalts
himself will eventually be humbled and the humble will be
exalted (Lk 14:11). Humility begins with a sense of
subordination to God in Christ. The disciple is not above the
teacher (Mat 10:24). Humbling oneself under the mighty hand
of God is critical to subordination (1 Pet 5:6). Humility does
not believe it has entitlements to better treatment. Humility
does not return evil for evil, but counter-wise good for evil. It
is not a life lived with perceived rights. Christ left the
disciples an illustration of doing righteously (1 Pet 2:21-23).
Humility does not have an ego seeking control or triumphs but
is a life of service. Humility is a truth seeker (1 Cor 13). As a
bondservant the humble always seek to serve God and man
(Gal 6:1-12; 2 Cor 4:1-5). The humble know that one is
dependent on the grace of God and does not boast (1 Cor 4:7).
The humble receive the word of God which is able to save
souls. The humble believe with the heart and confess with the
lips God’s graciousness and glory. Those who seek to do the
will of God will always say, “Thy will be done” (Jas 4:11-16).
A wise man is the one who listens to the counsel of God (Prov
12:15).Knowing how great God is we should persuade
mankind to have reverence for Him (2 Cor 5:11).

Embodied in humility is modesty and unpretentious behavior.
No overestimation of worthiness can be presented in humility.
Humility is difficult to acquire and maintain. An implication
of humility is that it behaves justly and righteously. May we
always be humble and leave no room for vanity in our lives.
People who treasure humility value human life. Don Hatch



Family News:
News at Belt Line.
Call in your information to the office at
972-790-8606 by Sunday evening.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS
April 1, 2012
Front foyer: Mary Scott & Nancy
Pond
Back foyer: B. C. Fowler &
Myrtle Wade

April 8, 2012
Front foyer: Robert & Cathy
Taylor
Back foyer: J. C. & Dessie Ross

*****************

Sermon Titles
April 1, 2012
a.m: “A Prophet From God”
Scripture: Acts 3:22-26
p.m: “Setting A Standard”
Scripture: 11 King 18:1-5
April 8, 2012
a.m: “Are These Things So”
Scripture: Acts 7:1-8
p.m: “Mighty Men Of David”
Scripture: 1 Chron 11:10-14

*****************
Contribution Counters

John Mayer & Bobby England

****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet
Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr.
Auditorium.

*****************
SINGING SESSION

The singing class will meet
Sunday in Rm #116 at 5:15 p.m.

*****************
PRAYER CONCERNS

Erma Lee Baker, Bobby Bowen,
Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam,

Frances LaFerney, Tom Prince,
Jan Smithson, Debra Alonzo,
Maxine Prude, Hank Henry, Elsie
Nanney, Ralene Ruyle, Ira Wolfe,
Laquita Baker, Roy & Helen
Thomas, Kuin Tattersall

NEWS OF THE SICK

.Bill Matthews bypass surgery
was successful and he is in Room
#301 Baylor, Irving. Please keep
Bill & Linda in your prayers.
.Hank Henry is home from the
hospital. Please keep Hank and
Becky in your prayers.
.Gladys Barnes is still having
health issues.
.Bobby England’s aunt, Sheila
Martin, is having eye problems.
She needs our prayers.
.James Brown is recovering from
his recent eye surgery.
.Roberta Price is not feeling well.
Please keep her in your prayers.
.Billie Gilliam is having tests run
today (Monday).

*****************
LADIES

Ladies Bible Class will be taught
by Richard Harvey on April 3rd,
at 11:00 a.m. in the Annex. A
luncheon will follow.

*****************
VERY IMPORTANT NOTICE

There are signup sheets in the foyer
to let us know if you have a
computer or not. We will be
sending the bulletin by email only
in the future. Please sign these
sheets by April 1st.

*****************
LADIES ½ DAY

Ladies, our ½ Day is nearing on
April 28th. Please be inviting your
friends and family. If you would
like to help fill the gift bags,
please see Joann or bring the
items to the Office by March 30th.

*****************
SEMINAR

Granbury Street Church of Christ
will be hosting a seminar on March

30 – April 1, 2012 led by Dr. Brad
Harrub. The Topic will be: The
Truth About Origins. Time: Friday
– 7 p.m., Saturday – 6 p.m., and
Sunday – 9 a.m.

*****************
26th Annual Mabank Lectures

Mabank Church of Christ Annual
Lectures will be April 6 – 8, 2012.

*****************
THANK YOU NOTES

My Beltline Family,
Once again I want to thank
everyone here at Beltline for the
many prayers, calls & cards on
behalf of my daughter, Ralene
(who is doing well following her
last surgery), and my great
grandson, Andrew (still with
many health problems), but now
breathing on his own. Thank
You!! My Love to all!

Ilene Ashworth

Dear Belt Line Family,
Thank you so very much for your
thoughts & prayers for my new
granddaughter, Charlotte Grace
Askins. She is getting stronger
every day. The prayers sent up on
her behalf have showered down
with great blessings.

Vicky Askins

Dear Belt Line Family,
Thank you for helping us
celebrate our 50th Anniversary. It
was appreciated more than you
know.

In Christian Love,
Grady & BC Fowler

*****************
The Theme this year for VBS will
be “Creation” – June 18-20, 2012.



Ladies Class– April 3rd 11:00 a.m.
Luncheon will follow class

UPCOMING APRIL BIRTHDAY’S
Glen Kelly – 4/1
Mary Wise – 4/2
Jerry Grantham – 4/2
Joann Hatch – 4/2
Erma Lee Baker – 4/3
Vern Lundquist – 4/6
Billie Beverly – 4/7
Henry Seidmeyer – 4/16
Nelda Bell Newton – 4/17
Tom Head – 4/18
Roy Thomas – 4/19
Jeanene Heilman – 4/19
Nola Wolfe – 4/20
Thomas Rathbun – 4/21
Mary Walker – 4/22
Don Hatch – 4/25
Hank Henry – 4/25
Ira Wolfe – 4/26
Faye West – 4/30

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
Please contact Mike Batot @ (972)741-
2397

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING 4/1/12 SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Richard Renfro
Don Herriage Bobby England  Mike Garrison
Nathan Allen Brent Howard  Clifford Yeldell
Mike Batot Roy Martin
James Gilliam Derrol Allen A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Brandon Howard  Thomas Rathbun
Denzil Myers Acts 31:22-26

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Darrell Allen

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING  Jerry McKey
Glen Kelly
Thomas Rathbun P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Kenny Mayer
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS II Kings 18:1-5
Glen Kelly
A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)

Darrell Allen  Jerry Baker

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 67 73 77 100
A.M. Worship 151 142 144 150
P.M. Worship 62 61 69 80
Wed. Class 66 82 79 85
Ladies Bible Class n/c 10 19 25
Contribution $5367 $3982 $5181 $5470
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1202 N. Belt Line Rd. · Irving, TX 75061

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

MISSIONS
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Malaysia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Glen & Kuin Tattersall – Australia
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Dan Keele – Kayenta, AZ – Navajo Nation
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
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