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Elijah withstood the prophets of Baal on Mt. Carmel, Queen Jezebel, in anger, sought to kill him (1 Kg 18;
19). After Elijah had slain her prophets with a sword Jezebel sent messengers to him saying, “So let the gods
do to me, and more also, if I make not thy life as the life of one of them by tomorrow about this time”. Elijah
arose and went to Beer-sheba in Judah and came to a “juniper tree” [broom tree] where he requested that
Jehovah would take away his life saying, “I am not better than my fathers”. As he slept under the juniper tree,
an angel of the Lord touched him and told him to arise and eat a baked cake. Then he went to mount Horeb and
spent forty days and nights on the strength of the cakes given to him by the angel.

Elijah had been deeply committed to the ways of Jehovah and the children of Israel. The children of Israel
had thrown down altars and killed other prophets with the sword. Elijah said, “…I, even I only am left; and
they seek my life to take it away”. God told Elijah to stand on the mountain. There followed a strong wind
which broke the rocks, an earthquake and fire. After the fire, there came a “still small voice”. In fear Elijah
stood in the entrance of the cave and a voice spoke to him, “…what doest thou here”. Elijah responded that he
had been jealous for Jehovah because the children of Israel had forsaken the covenant, throwing down altars
and killing other prophets; “…and I, even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it away”. Thus, twice
Elijah repeated his dilemma.

Jehovah told Elijah to go to Damascus and anoint Hazel, king of the Syrians, Jehu king over Israel and
anoint Elisha a prophet in his place. Jehovah promised that Hazel, Jehu and Elisha would be His strong arm.

Although the prophet was disheartened God had great plans. There were 7000 in Israel who had not bowed
to the false god Baal, nor performed service to it. When Hazel became king over Aram he destroyed those who
did not believe in Jehovah and who followed Baal. Jehu afterward killed Jezebel and succeeded Ahab as king.
Elisha subsequently became a powerful prophet who God used to save and lead Israel to a reformation,
nurturing many more prophets. Elijah learned that God never stops working in His rich providence to
accomplish His plan.

Elijah was disheartened but did not give into his fears. He went back to the work of Jehovah with courage
and conviction. He was ready to denounce the sins of Ahab and Jezebel. He foretold the death of Ahab and
Jezebel. In this great work he was joined by the 401st prophet, Micaiah (1 Kg 22:13-24). Micaiah’s parable of
Ahab’s fall was startlingly fulfilled. Micaiah was denounced, imprisoned and fed on “bread of affliction”. He
was to be held in prison until the victory of Ahab and Jehoshaphat over Syria. They were defeated. Nothing
reinforces flagging faith like being joined by a relentlessly faithful fellow servant. Even in prison Micaiah was
not silenced.

The fact that God had 7000 followers left in Israel who were faithful, reinforced and strengthened Elisha
also. Elisha sought and nurtured these formidable supporters. The faithful should profoundly trust that God is
never without a plan to accomplish His will. Moreover, servants of the Lord are never really alone in their task.
Many others have the same commitments and ambition. Therefore, we should never let the Devil dampen our
spirits or dispirit us. God’s greatest plans are fulfilled by those who will press on to the goal.

Elijah continued to meet and overcome challenges in his life even after being disheartened. He arose to face
up to Ahaziah and tell him of his impending death (2 King 1:1-16). The account of Elijah and the “captains of
fifty” were unique in the annals of history. He was encouraged by the angel of Jehovah not to be afraid.

God’s work for Elijah was finished in a spectacular manner. God sent him to anoint Elisha and pass his
mantel to him. Fifty of the “sons of the prophets” joined Elisha to see what Jehovah would do. They saw a
miracle in the of parting the water of flowing river and Elijah and Elisha going across on dry ground. Elisha
asked for a double portion of Elijah’s spirit. Jehovah sent a chariot of fire and horse of fire. Elijah was taken up
in a whirlwind into heaven (2 Kg 2:1-14). Elisha took the mantle and went back across the river to begin his
work as a prophet of Jehovah.

Elijah was a typical of John the Baptizer (Mk 9:4-13, Mal 4:5). Elijah joined Moses to talk to Jesus upon the
Mount of Transfiguration (Mat 17:1-5). Elijah demonstrates that being discouraged or disheartened is not fatal.
Elijah makes it apparent that we are never really alone in the work of the Kingdom. When walking through a



storm do not be afraid. Walk on although your dreams may be tossed. Have hope in your heart and you will
never walk alone. At the end of the walk is glory.

FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

Many of you have probably seen an email about riding on a train and comparing it to life and those you
meet along the way. Remember when you were young and had your first ride in a train, a bus, or an
airplane and how excited you were. Your parents were with you, protecting you and explaining the
journey. We were a little bit scared but our parents gave us confidence. As we matured, we became more
independent and less excited, but still it was an adventure. We always met new people and were taught to
be nice to them. Then as we become more elderly, we feel more pain and discomfort and it dampens our
enjoyment of travelling. Such is life!

God has blessed us with unbelievable liberty and freedom in Christ (Galatians 5:1). This trip of life is
really pretty short (James 4:14). As I study God’s word, I see that we are all here to prepare our souls for
eternity in heaven through obedience to God (Hebrews 5:8-9). He has given us so many opportunities on
this train ride of life to demonstrate a Christian influence to our loved ones, friends and acquaintances
(Philippians 2:14-16). We must be doers of the word and not hearers only (James 1:22). In this ride of
life, have we shared Christ with those whom we have met in this world (I Thessalonians 3:12)? You are
some of the reasons, I continue to make these long trips to help spread Jesus Christ to the world (Matthew
28:19-20). You have encouraged me for the last 56 years to be busy about my Father’s business (Titus
3:8, 14). We are saved to save others (II Timothy 2:10). Your excitement of the reports I bring back and
our concern for the lost is why I continue to travel for the church (I Corinthians 15:58). I guess I’m still
young enough for the travel to be exciting, but the greatest adventure is to serve God (John 15:5). Such
is life with Christ our Savior and our Redeemer! Thank you for your many prayers for my safety and for
Carolyn while I‘m travelling. Richard L. Renfro

***********************

“What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound? God forbid. We who died to sin,
how shall we any longer live therein? Or are ye ignorant that all we who were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with him through baptism unto death: that like as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in newness of life. For if we have
become united with him in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection;
knowing this, that our old man was crucified with him, that the body of sin might be done away, that so we
should no longer be in bondage to sin; for he that hath died is justified from sin. But if we died with Christ, we
believe that we shall also live with him; knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death
no more hath dominion over him. For the death that he died, he died unto sin once: but the life that he liveth,
he liveth unto God. Even so reckon ye also yourselves to be dead unto sin, but alive unto God in Christ Jesus”
(Rom 6:1-11).

Faithful Stewards

“Let a man so account of us, as of ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. Here, moreover, it
is required in stewards, that a man be found faithful. But with me it is a very small thing that I should be
judged of you, or of man's judgment: yea, I judge not mine own self. For I know nothing against myself; yet
am I not hereby justified: but he that judgeth me is the Lord. Wherefore judge nothing before the time, until the
Lord come, who will both bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and make manifest the counsels of the
hearts; and then shall each man have his praise from God” (1 Cor 4:1-5).



With all things theirs, the members of the Corinthian congregation are to appraise the apostles of Christ as
servants, fellow-members, fellow-heirs, fellows-partakers of the promises of Christ Jesus through the gospel
(Eph 3:1-13). The word servant describes a “slave” who attends to the master’s wishes. The apostles were
servants to the church, but the church was not the master. They had been sent to serve the church, but Jesus
Christ was their Master and Lord. Thus, the members of the church were to be faithful, willing to serve, as
unto the Lord.

Stewards of the mysteries of God are fellow-workers with the apostles to convey the entrusted gospel
message held in their possession. From time to time stewards were required to give an accounting of what had
been left in their possession (Mat 25:14; Lk 16:2; 19:11-27). Paul stresses that church members are underlings
of Christ and sent to fulfill the role of those who protect that which was remanded unto their care and custody.
The “mysteries” of Christ are not something mysterious, but rather outside of the range of unassisted discovery
and can only be made known in a manner and at a time selected by God (Col 1:26; 1 Cor 13:2; 14:2). The Holy
Spirit granted full illumination of these mysteries in the gospel and they were significantly called “the truth”
(Jn 8:32; 17:17). Hence, the term became synonymous with manifested, made known, revealed, preached, and
understood. The mystery which hath been hid from all ages and generations is now manifested to His saints
(Col 1:26). Each Christian becomes responsible for manifesting the “light of the gospel of Christ” to the lost
(Mat 28:18-20; Mk 16:15-17).

Paul reminds us that “everyone of us shall give account of himself to God” (Rom 14:12) “…For we must all
be made manifest before the judgment-seat of Christ; that each one may receive the things done in the body,
according to what he hath done, whether it be good or bad” (2 Cor 5:10). We are to test our work in the Lord
by quantity and quality (Eph 2:18-10; 2 Cor 13:5).

As stewards of Christ we have been entrusted with various material blessings, time, talents and opportunities,
as well as spiritual blessings in Christ (Eph 1:3-15). We are stewards of the gospel (Jude 3). “Blessed is that
servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing” (Lk 12:42, 43). “Let us be found faithful”
essentially means to be “believable, true and ready to give an accounting”. If we are faithful we will hear,
“well done thou good and faithful servant” (Mat 25:21).

Don Hatch

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS
February 6, 2011
Front foyer: J.C. & Dessie Ross

Back foyer: Bill & Linda Matthews

February 13, 2011

Front foyer: Richard & Carolyn Renfro

Back foyer: Mike & Elizabeth Garrison

Sermon Titles
February 6, 2011
a.m: “Called Of God”
Scripture: Romans 8:26-30
p.m: “Kingdom Of Truth”
Scripture: John 18:33-40

February 13, 2011
a.m: “Woman At The Well”
Scripture: John 4:1-11



p.m: “God Who Is Our Dwelling Place”
Scripture: Deuteronomy 23:21-23
*****************
Contribution Counters
Glen Kelly, Thomas Rathbun
*****************
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

*****************
SINGING SESSION
The singing class will meet Sunday in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.

*****************
MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL

The Monday morning devotional will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

****************
LADIES
The Ladies Class is studying the “Parables of Jesus”. February 8th Marinell Zaun will teach, “Unmerciful Servant-
Mat 18:21-35.

Shenadoah Lectureship begins February 18th. The theme is “Relationships”. There is a brochure with times and
speakers on the bulletin board in the back hallway.
****************
Teens
Teens will visit the shut-ins after Morning Worship February 6th. Lunch will be in the annex.

****************
Investment In Others
As you read the New Testament this year make your cards that list various items we do in the name of the Lord (Gal
6:1-10; Col 3:17). On the back side of the card write the names of those you are going to contact this year. Other
passages to consider Mat 25:31-46; Mat 7:12.
****************
Congratulations

∙Kenica and Brandon Thomason, former members, have a new son, Cyrus Clark, born 1/20/11. He
weighed 7 lbs 10 ounces and 19.5 inches long. Address: 9717 NW 10th #151, Oklahoma City, Ok
73127
∙Lyda McAlister has a new great-grand daughter born [1/24]. Her name is Kaylin Nichole, 6lbs 7 oz,
18” long, parents are Jerry and Jessica McAlister of Little Rock.

*****************
Christ’s Haven
Fill a sack and put it in office area. Pick up for groceries will be Feb 15th.

*****************
NEWS OF THE SICK
∙Marjory Bennett’s son, Steven is suffering with kidney stones.

∙Don Elliot, Fauna Garrett’s son-in-law is in serious condition at HEB [PCU] with a kidney infection.

∙Joann Hatch will be starting physical therapy Tuesday Feb 1st on her shoulder.
∙David Walker, Gearldean Jones’ brother-in-law and Jerry Grantham and Dana Hodgkins’ uncle has
stopped his chemo-treatment for brain and lung cancer.

∙Dean Webb is ill with upper respiratory infection.

∙Jo Ann Harding, Ilene Ashworth’s sister is suffering from various illnesses.

****************

Sympathy



∙Funeral services for Cindy Vaughn’s uncle, Hugh Singleton, was held Friday morning [1/28] at Travis
Peak, near Austin
****************

Ladies ½ Day
Many signed up to participate in the 10th Ladies ½ Day April 30th. If you were unable to attend the
meeting there are still places to help: (1) Two bulletin boards; (2) Two song leaders; (3) One to lead a
prayer; (4) A few more to help with photography. See Joann Hatch.
****************
SPECIAL CONCERNS:

Richard Renfro asked us to see if we could find Bibles to send in the Mission Printing sea container.
Mission Printing is trying to send 500 Bibles in each container. If you have one or more King James or
New King James Bibles at home that you would like to donate please put them in the box in foyer. Also
if you would like to make a contribution in money for purchasing Bible please see an elder.

***********

Prayer Leaders For February
Dean Webb Elder of Month
2/6 AM Jerry Baker, Marvin Brown PM Henry Seidmeyer, Denzel Myers
2/13 AM Darrell Allen, Stan Selby PM Mike Garrison, Glen Kelly
2/20 AM Garl Latham, Glen Kelly PM John Mayer, Bill Matthews
2/27 AM Henry Seidmeyer, Richard Renfro PM Marvin Brown, Jerry McKey

Be sure and mark your calendar –
Ladies’ Class February 8th -Marinell Zaun will be the teacher. Her parable is Matthew 18:21-35 “Unmerciful
Servant”.
Christ’s Haven will pick up groceries (2/15)
Teens will visit Shut-ins after AM worship February 6th and have lunch in the annex.
Signup for Ladies ½ Day to participate
LORD’S TABLE/MORNING FEBRUARY SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table  Dean Webb
Mike Batot  Bobby England  Jerry Baker
James Gilliam Brent Howard  Marvin Brown
Brandon Howard Roy Martin
Glen Kelly Derrol Allen A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Bill Matthews  Henry Seidmeyer
John Mayer Romans 8:26-30

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
 Dean Webb

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING  Mike Batot
Bill Paschall
Stan Selby P.M. SCRIPTURE READING

 Nathan Allen
COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS Jn 18:33-40
Darrell Allen
A.M. SONG LEADER P.M. SONG LEADER(S)
Darrell Allen  Garl Latham

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 86 84 82 100
A.M. Worship 162 154 145 150
P.M. Worship 75 83 75 75
Wed. Class 77 80 75 75



Ladies Bible Class 21 21 20 25
Contribution $4819 $5010 $5056 $5553

MISSIONS
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - Malaysia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Glen & Kuin Tattersall – Australia
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko – Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Hyderabad Church of Christ - Hyderabad, India
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Dan Keele – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo Nation
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India
Rohan & Sandra Jones Capetown South Africa


