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The Kingdom and Church
Don Hatch

The words Kingdom and Church are
frequently used in ways in which they are
considered interchangeable. The church
embraces all who have been redeemed by the
blood of Christ (Acts 2:47; 20:28; Rev 5:9).
Emphasis is on Jesus as Savior of the body,
the church (Eph 1:21, 22). The church
consists of congregations with professing
and worshiping believers (1 Cor 1:2; Gal 1:3;
1 Thes 1:1; 2 Thes 1:1; 1 Tim 3:5, 14-16).
Congregations around the world form a
fellowship and brotherhood known as the
churches of Christ (2 Cor 6:14-18; Rom
16:16; 1 Pet 2:17). This fellowship is
because Jesus is the head of the church (Eph
4:15; 5:23; Col 1:18; 2:19). No one is in the
church unless they have been added to it
(Acts 2:43, 47; 5:14; 6:1, 7; 11:24; 4:4;
9:31,35,42; 11:21; 14:1; 16:5; 17:12).

The kingdom emphasizes a group of people
who have accepted divine sovereignty.
Terms for kingdom and church often overlap
when the general assembly and church of
the firstborn are enrolled in heaven. These
are called “just men made perfect” by the
blood of the Lamb and are the kingdom
which cannot be shaken (Heb 12:22-29). The
kingdom of Christ are those called out of
darkness into the light and placed in the
kingdom and church, giving Christ the
preeminence (Col 1:13,14,18; Rev 1:6).

The nature and existence of the kingdom and
church are paramount to the believer. The
kingdom is a spiritual domain over which
Christ is King (Rev 1:7; Col 1:13; Matt
16:13-20). The church is a spiritual house
over which Christ has rule (Heb 3:1-10). The
kingdom is spiritual in its nature and is ruled
by Christ from the right-hand of God (Acts
2:35-37; Rev 19:16). The kingdom is the
government of Christ established on
Pentecost 33AD, which also is identified
today as the church. The church manifests
the kingdom in the present age.

Modernists deny a relationship between the
church and the kingdom. It is purported that
Jesus, promised by the prophets, was unable
to establish a kingdom and resorted to a

“stop-gap” measure of creating the church. Most
modernists regard the church as a substitute
arrangement until the second coming, at which time
the kingdom plan will be reinstated. A careful review
of evidence establishes that such a charge against
God is fallacious. God is omnipotent and never fails.
All members of the church are members of the
kingdom of the Son of God’s love (Col 1:1-23).
Jesus promised to establish a church and kingdom
(Matt 16:13-20). The kingdom is immovable and the
gates of Hades cannot prevail upon it (Heb 12:23, 28;
Matt 16:19, 20). The church is a brotherhood. John
identifies the church as servants in the kingdom (Rev
1:4-9). The theme of the book of Revelation is the
victory of the church under the banner of their King
of Kings (Rev 19:16).

The distinctiveness of the church and kingdom is
they are under the authority of Christ. Inherent in the
kingdom is government by a king. Jesus Christ was
anointed by God to be King and has all authority
(Matt 28:18-20; 1 Pet 3:22). Correspondingly, Jesus
is head over the church (Eph 1:22; Col 1:18). The
church and kingdom are under Christ’s authority.

Jesus was born to the mission of bringing the
kingdom into existence (Jn 18:36, 37). His preaching
emphasized the kingdom (Matt 4:17). He said it was
at hand (Mk 1:15). He said that those alive would see
it come with power (Mk 9:1-4). The time for the
kingdom to come was narrowly established to be in
the lifetime of the first century people. The coming
of the Holy Spirit was to empower the Apostles to
preach with accuracy about the kingdom. The Holy
Spirit came on Pentecost 33 AD. The conclusion
must be that prior to Pentecost 33 AD, the church did
not exist and Christ did not rule the kingdom.
Subsequent to that day, Jesus Christ became Savior,
High Priest and King. Christ’s enthronement is
personified in Psalm 110:1. Peter used this verse to
prove the church and kingdom had come.

Requirements for admission into the kingdom and
the church are identical. One must be born again (1
Pet 1:22-25). When the kingdom is preached one is
taught to obey the gospel (Acts 8:12). Saints await
the coming of the Lord in glory and might. Their
hope is based upon having obeyed from the heart the
doctrine (Rom 6:15-18). Obeying the gospel removes
the fear of eternal destructions (2 Thes 1:1-12). One
must know the gospel and obey God to be saved.

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

We are truly blessed to have Bro. Jeff Jenkins preaching our

Gospel Meeting this week. This is a great opportunity to

hear God's Work preached by someone who spends a lot of

time trying to help other preachers present God's Word in a

better understanding way. Bro Jeff and his brother Dale

hold various seminars throughout the Brother Hood just to
help others better preach God's Word. We need to support

this Gospel Meeting by the entire congregation, which

means each of us. Let's be like Joshua.

Josh 24:15..."And if it seem evil unto you to serve the

LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether

the gods which your fathers served that were on the other

side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land

ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the

LORD."

It seems the people of old faced some of the same situations
we are challenged with today. Only a few among many
people chose to serve God. Joshua and his family didn't
choose to be like others about them. He took a firm stand

and said "as for me and my house, we will serve the
LORD". We must follow this good example!

We grow stronger when we are challenged, when things are

difficult, and when we do not surrender to demanding
situations. When we are faced with family or financial

problems, illness, work assignments or any condition that
requires us to buckle down and face reality, we become

stronger, and Christians also grow stronger in their trust and

faith in God. We have no one else to look for strength and
courage to guide us through trying times except our God.

He is faithful to us, and He will never leave us nor forsake
us. If there is a separation between us and God, we are the

ones that move away from God. If we draw near to God he

is faithful and will draw near to us (Ps. 73:28).

Our Father in Heaven knows all about us; the Bible tells

us that He counts the hairs on our heads (Matthew

10:30). We should never doubt that God is aware of all
the daily issues with which we are faced. When we do

His will, keep His commandments, we can know that we
have met the ultimate challenge in this world. "But he

knoweth the way that I take: when he hath tried me, I
shall come forth as gold" (Job 23:10).

Brethren, we must support this Gospel Meeting. You
are expected to attend if you are physically able.

Have a great week serving God! Keep praying for all of our
sick and shut-in! Dean Webb

Verdict
There will be a time when the verdict is rendered about our
eternal destination. Scoffers deny that there will be a judgment
delivered concerning our soul (2 Pet 3:1-7). There is a moment
coming when time will be no more and all will stand in judgment
appearing before Jesus Christ (2 Tim 4:1-5; 2 Cor 5:1-11).
Scoffers can only maintain their teachings by wresting the
scriptures (2 Pet 3:15-18). The worldwide flood in the days of
Noah verifies the sureness of judgment (2 Pet 3:1-7). The Lord is
not slack concerning His promises but is long suffering toward us
because He is not willing that any should perish. God’s eternal
design has been to allow man a time to repent but He is not slack
concerning His promises. The heavens are kept in store, reserved
unto fire against that day of judgment of ungodly men and upon
the irrepressibly lost in perdition (2 Pet 3:8-14). God does not
neglect to perform that which His character demands. God will
not be slack concerning His promise of certain judgment; He is
not delayed or held back by man but will act upon His time
schedule. Judgment is certain.

Christians are urged to stand fast and not be moved (1 Cor 15:55-
58). They are to be free from spot or blemishes (2 Pet 3:14-18).
They know that God has been longsuffering and their hope is
found in the scriptures. The warning to “beware” lest they be led
astray by errors of the wicked and fall from steadfastness causes
them to want to grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ (2 Pet
3:17,18).

Jesus promised He would come again and every eye would see
Him from all kindred of the earth. Some will wail, others will
rejoice (Rev 1:7-10). Those who rejoice are waiting to be
rewarded according to their works, which are the righteous acts of
the saints (Matt 16:25-27; Rev 19:7,8). In this serious scene, Jesus
comes with the angels, gathering of the nations as a Shepard and
separates the sheep from the goats (Matt 25:31-46).

Jesus promised the Apostles that He would come again (Acts 1:6-
11). Paul, the apostle, defines the coming as beginning with a
shout, the voice of the archangel and trump of God where the
dead in Christ raise first and the faithful who are left go with them
to meet the Lord in the clouds to be comforted (1 Thess 4:13-18).
Judgment will come as a thief in the night and all things will be
burned up (2 Pet 3:6,7). Peter’s statement is a worldwide,
universal catastrophe unmeasured by mankind. The worldwide
flood of Noah’s day was cataclysmic but the destructive fire
poured out by the righteous indignation of God in the final day
will have only one safe place, in Christ (Gal 3:27). This fire will
be the everlasting judgment of God on those who know not God
and who obey not the gospel (2 Thess 1:6-9). The unredeemed by
the blood of the Lamb will be destroyed from the presence of God
by the glory of His power (2 Thes 1:3-12). Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father (Rom 6:1-11). He ascended
back to the right hand of the Father (Acts 2:35-38). Jesus
promised that He was going to prepare a place for the redeemed
(Jn 14:1-5). Angels appeared to the disciples after Jesus ascended
promising that as the apostles saw Jesus go He would one day
come again (Act 1:1-11).

Specific details of judgment are prophesied. Jesus defines that
only those who do the will of God can expect the verdict to be
“well done thou good and faithful” (Matt 25:21). Judgment is
depicted in the dreadful scene of Matthew 25:31-46. The Sermon
on the Mount has Matthew 7:21-23 to remind one that doing the
will of the Father is the only way to have the verdict turn out in
one’s favor. Don Hatch
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NOVEMBER ASSIGMENTS

GREETERS:

Nov. 12 - Front Foyer – Donna Davis & Nancy Pond
Back Foyer – Glen Kelly & Myrtle Wade

Nov. 19 - Front Foyer – Henry Seidmeyer & Doris Selby
Back Foyer – Robert & Cathy Taylor

Communion Preparation: Ray & LaFon Simpson

Contribution Counters: Bobby England & Curtis Vaughan

SERMONS

Nov. 12 – a.m. “Greatness”
Matthew 20:20-28

p.m. “Come Before Winter”
2 Timothy 4:19-21

HAVE YOU INVITED
SOMEONE TO WORSHIP

THIS WEEK?

Ongoing Health Concerns: Bobby Bowen, Dessie Ross, Carol Swinney, David & Faye West, Laquita Baker,
Nellie Melvin, Grady Fowler, Jerry Catlin, Paul Kelly, David Hawkins, Beverly McKey,
Barbara Reagan, Anne Herriage, Jimmy Webb, Alice Worthy, Kent Conner

Home Bound Members: Helen Thomas, Mary Walker, Dessie Ross, Gearldean Jones

Nursing Homes: Max Melton – Irving Nursing & Rehabilitation
Nellie Melvin – Avalon Memory Care

Military: Chris & Abigail Mathews

EVENTS
MISSION PRINTING – Mission Printing will meet
every SUNDAY at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium to
collate and staple tracts to be sent all over the world.
Please come help us and enjoy the wonderful
Christian fellowship.

******
LADIES

Ladies Bible Class will be on Tuesday, November
7. Please mark your calendar and join us at 9:45 a.m.
The lesson will be “The First Parables Of Jesus”.
Ladies make plans to attend and bring a friend.

******
PRAYER CONCERNS

LaFon Simpson is scheduled for surgery on Tuesday
November 7th at Baylor in Trophy Club.
Carolyn Renfro was released from the hospital on
Thursday. They were running tests on her.
Cindy Derbyshire is not feeling well.
Margaret Lewis is suffering with her back.

New church directories for members are in the
front foyer.

GROCERY LIST
Grocery bags with a list attached for the children at
Christ’s Haven are in both foyers. Please take one and
fill it up. The truck will be here to pick them up on
Tuesday, November 14th.

******
DIRECTORY CORRECTIONS

Randy and Barbara Reagan –
P.O. Box should be 1251

Debra Wintle – 8500 Harwood Road, Apt. 7414
N. Richland Hills, Texas 76180

******
We extend our sympathy to Debra Wintle’s daughter-in-
law Stephanie Wright and her family on the passing of
Stephanie’s sister, Jennifer. Memorial Services are
pending at this time.

******
Please remember the families of those who were killed in
Sutherland Springs during church services on Sunday.

Men who serve on the Lord’s Table on Sunday
mornings, please go to room #116 five minutes before
services.

News at Belt Line

FAMILY NEWS: Call in your information to the office at:

972-790-8606 by Sunday evening



11/20/17 – 39’ers -6:30 p.m. Annex

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Julie (Roses) Denton – 11/5
Patsy Swain – 11/6
Bill Matthews – 11/8
Doris Selby – 11/13
Gary Workman – 11/14
Nancy Pond – 11/15
Nathan Allen – 11/17
Katherine Davis – 11/17

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Jerry & Vicki Catlin – 11/9
Ken & Carol Lee – 11/25

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
please contact Curtis Vaughan:

(469) 216-7580

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 11/12/17 SUNDAY PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table A.M. – Dean Webb

Don Herriage Kenny Mayer Bill Matthews
Alex Mayer Robert Taylor John Mayer
Darrell Allen Vern Lundquist P.M. – Randy Reagan
Randy Reagan Nathan Allen Ken Lee
Curtis Vaughan
Dorris Walker SCRIPTURE READING

A.M. – Nathan Allen
LORD’S TABLE (EVENING) Matthew 20:20-28

Mike Haynes P.M. – Don Herriage
Glen Kelly 2 Timothy 4:19-21

SONG LEADERS COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
A.M. – Mike Haynes Darrell Allen
P.M. – Darrell Allen

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 63 63 60 100
A.M. Worship 100 94 94 150
P.M. Worship 68 84 66 80
Wed. Class 65 62 64 85
Contribution $5005 $7428 $5393 $5220
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONARIES SUPPORTED
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Elangwe & Magdaline Gregory – Wotutu, Cameroon
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India

OTHERS SUPPORTED
Paper Pulpit – Hurst, Texas
The Truth In Love – Hurst, Texas
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, Texas
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, Texas
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution

STUDENT PREACHERS SUPPORTED
Brown Trail School of Preaching – Bedford, Texas

Dolcey Patino, Roberto Ortiz, Joseph Harris, Nathan Boyd
Southwest School of Bible Studies – Garrett English

PERIODICALS POSTAGE
PAID

AT IRVING, TEXAS


	11-6-17 pg 1 The Kingdom and Church.pdf
	11-6-17 pg 2 Verdict.pdf
	11-6-17 Page 3 - Family News.pdf
	11-6-17 Page 4 -  Back Page.pdf

