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Forgiveness
Don Hath

The analogy of sin to debt defines a need to be
released from sin’s debt. Remission of sin does
not mean God suspends punishment only to
inflict it at a later date. It is apparent that God can
treat sin as being forgiven. Jesus’ offering of
Himself as propitiation [favorable setting aside]
was an adequate atonement upon which God
could justly forgive (Acts 14:16; Rom 3:25; 5:1-
11). God’s gracious gift is an expression of divine
remission or blotting out of sin (Mat 26:28; Mk
1:4; Lk 1:77; 24:47; Acts 2:38; 10:43) and it is
synonymous with an understanding of being
justified and reconciled.

Forgiveness is not a pagan concept or virtue. To
them a large hearted individual might disregard
offences in the cases where an individual is
beneath notice, thus forgiveness was considered
weak-spirited. In the Old Testament it seemed to
have taken place infrequently. In most cases the
one asking for forgiveness was in subservience to
another and was petitioning for what was just or
right (Gen 50:17; Ex 10:17; 1 Sam 15:25). Jesus
gave the popular summary of the law made by
His contemporaries; “ye have heard it said…hate
thine enemy” (Mat 5:43) and this certainly
represented their attitude toward the teaching of
the scriptures.

Jesus taught that forgiveness is a duty (Lk 17:4).
It appears that there is no wrong so gross that it is
beyond forgiveness. According to Jesus an
unforgiving spirit was a dreadful crime and one
which God would not forgive (Mat 18:34, 35). It
was the essence of the elder brother’s sin in the
“Prodigal Son Parable” (Lk 15:28-30). Such an
implacable spirit needs to be displaced by a
generous spirit of forgiveness. This is the
“Christian Spirit” and an irrepressible disposition
of forgiveness (Mat 18:21, 22). The concept of
forgiving seventy times seven proves the
limitlessness of forgiveness. It must not be
reduced to a mere formula but recognized that
certain conditions are to be fulfilled before
forgiveness can be granted. Forgiveness is a part
of a mutual relationship with repentance being
required of the offending party. The effect of
forgiveness is restoring a state or relationship
broken by sin. Such a restoration requires both
parties’ participation. There must be a granting
and accepting of forgiveness. Deep sorrow for
wrongs which works repentance (2 Cor 7:10) is a
condition of mind wherein there is assurance of
forgiveness. Hence it is commanded of the party
who has offended to state “I repent” (Lk 17:3, 4).
This state of mind led the father of the prodigal

son to offer forgiveness and to accept him as a son and not
a servant (Lk 15:21-25). The other son lacked a spirit of
forgiveness.

It is not to be thought that failure on the part of the
offender to repent releases the offended from an obligation
to be ready to extend forgiveness. There can be a state of
mind which readies itself to forgive. Jesus said, “…ye
forgive from the heart” (Mat 18:35). Hence the heart must
be prepared to extend this release from fault. It is a
forgiving spirit which is conditioned by God’s forgiveness
of our sins (Mk 11:25; Mat 6:14, 15). In cases where there
is an unforgiving spirit essentially there is a lack of
repentance represented (Mat 18:23-35). The offended is to
go even further and seek to bring the wrongdoer to
repentance. This is the purpose of rebuking (Lk 17:30).
One is to be made aware of wrongful acts (Mat 18:15-17).
Such is a reasonable effort of encouraging the wrongdoer
to repent. When all is exhausted the matter will either be
solved or remains unachievable. There is a close analogy
of Divine and human forgiveness (Mat 5:23, 24; 6:12; Mk
11:25; Lk 6:37; Col 1:14; 3:13). God’s forgiveness is
conditional upon man’s forgiveness of wrongs done to
him, not because God gives grudgingly but because
forgiveness demonstrates a disposition of humility when
accepting God’s forgiveness.

There is sameness in Divine and human forgiveness in
that, of course, God’s is more complex but they both result
in complete recovery of all estrangement and alienation. It
restores completely the relationship which existed prior to
the sin. God casts away sins, forgives iniquities and blots
out transgressions (Isa 38:17; Mic 7:19; Jer 31:34; Isa
43:25; Ps 103:12). Ideally there is no remembrance of sin
which might present a barrier. Forgiveness in the human
mind turns from mistrust and grounds for alienation to
being one of trust. Love can be awakened again. When
conditions are fulfilled there must be repentance and
assurance of pardon is commonplace. Forgiveness is not
considered quid pro quo, or return of blessings of God
because one forgives. Such an attitude is inexcusable. The
real and actual act of forgiveness of sin is Christian. It is
not surprising that Jesus lays claim to being able to forgive
sins (Mat 1:21; Mk 2:7; Lk 5:21; 7:49). Imposters claimed
such intangible powers, forgiveness of sin, but could never
prove it by personal death upon a cross. Jesus supported
His statement by willingness to die on another’s behalf.
The multitudes accepted this as justifiable proof of
forgiveness. Jesus prompted forgiveness based upon grace
[unmerited favor]. With reference to the sinner God is love
and mercy but with reference to sin He is righteous. Both
elements are essential to God’s nature. God manifested the
complete doctrine of forgiveness in the atonement of man
by Jesus’ vicarious death upon the cross. God sets forth a
concept of forgiveness demonstrating it so clearly none
can miss it. We must forgive even as we have been
forgiven (Mat 6:5-15).

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

Do we know of several people who use to be faithful

followers of God, and now they have strayed or lost interest

in being faithful. We need to locate these former brethren,

and bring them back to the fold if at all possible. We also

have a good opportunity to teach those who have not heard

the true Gospel. We need to be going about doing the Lord's

work? "But seek first the kingdom of God and righteousness

and all these things shall be added to you". (Matt. 6:33).

"And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the
people were astonished at His teaching. For He taught them

as one having authority. (Matt.7:28, 29):

There are basically four types of people in the world: (1)

those that seek pleasure, (2) those that seek wealth, (3) those

that seek wisdom, and (4) those that seek and do God's will.

The Bible teaches that those that love pleasure shall be a

poor man (Prov. 21:17). Pleasure chokes out the word of
God (Lk. 8:14), and leads to destruction (James 5:5). The

Bible also teaches that one's life consists not in the

abundance of the things which he possesses (Lk.12:15), and

the love of money is the root of all evil (1 Tim. 6:10). Will

we in America ever learn this lesson? The Bible also says

that we can't find God's will for our lives through human

wisdom. "For after that in the wisdom of God the world by

its wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness

of preaching to save those who believe" (1 Cor. 1:21). We

must seek God through His Divine revelation, the Bible.

It was Solomon in the long ago that gave man's purpose in

life. "Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter; Fear

God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty

of man" (Eccl. 12:13). It was the Christ, the Son of God and

master teacher that also gave man's purpose in life. "Thou

shall love the Lord God with all thy heart, soul, strength, and

mind and thy neighbor as thyself" (Lk. 10:27). "Whosoever

hears these sayings of mine and DOES them, I will liken him

unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock" (Matt.

7:24). If we are not doing God's will found in the Bible, then

we have no real meaning in life, and all is vanity. What is our
purpose in life? Christians should be united and letting their

light shine as examples to all others. Those that were once

faithful need to return to their first love, which should be a

true and faithful Christian, practicing the early

1st century church. We see churches today changing their
names instituting man made practices to please members
who have forsaken God's commandments. They can't say as

Paul did too "... follow me like I am following Christ".

Hope to see all of you at the next assembly. Pray for those

that are sick & those that are shut-ins.

Dean Webb

Fitly Framed
The church is made up of people! As a body of believers, the church
is uniquely compared to a human body (1 Cor 12:12-31; Eph 1:15-
23). By taking the totality of the members and comparing them to a
body unity is demonstration. Without unity the body cannot function
(Eph 4:1-16; 1 Cor 12:12-31). The believers, the body, are
represented as being in Jesus Christ. In this body all have an accord
unknown in the world (2 Cor 6:14-7:1). The Bible portrays the
church as worldwide and local congregations (Col 1:18, 24). Jesus
taught that His people would be one (Matt 10:40; 25:45). Christians
are identified by fellowship with a local congregation of the church
of Christ. Each congregation is self-governing. It is composed of
baptized members (1 Cor 12:1; Acts 2:38, 47; Gal 3:27, 28).

The human body is highly diversified. Such diversification is not an
accident. The complexities of the cells, organs, and systems of the
body are evidence of design. The human body is intricate, a precise
unit and proof of a Designer. Only God could be such a Designer.
The body has specific functions that are impossible to evolve or
come from some other form of life. The unique design of the human
body equips it to do as God purposed. There are irreducible
complexities in human body that demonstrate complex organs could
not have possibly been formed by many other organs, successive
evolution or slight modifications. By irreducible complex systems,
we mean organs that serve as well-matched, interactive parts that
make them impossible to evolve. An irreducible complex system
cannot be produced by slight successive modifications of a precursor
system. Any precursor to an irreducible complex system that is
missing a part is by definition nonfunctional. Sense natural selection
[Darwin’s theory] has to choose systems already working it would
be impossible to produce gradually integrated systems that were not
in a system which was already functioning. A mousetrap is an
irreducible system, all the parts must be there or no mousetrap.
Consider the skin, skeletal, muscular, digestive, circulatory, nervous,
sensory, respiratory, excretory, endocrine and reproductive systems.
Each system is separate and independent but codependent. They
could not exist outside the order found in the body. They did not
develop independently of the overall system. Hence, they were
created at the same time.

Members of the body are many yet they are one. Such is the body of
Christ. Each member has a distinct function and contributes to the
total work of the entire body. Therefore, with the body of Christ
[church] it is not an evolved system or it would be an incomplete
body. God does not let the body evolve. Time, culture or
circumstances are not allowed to change the original body of Christ.
The various members are designed to serve not themselves but the
entire church. When one is baptized, it is to be a part of the body.
Baptism is into one body (Eph 4:4). There cannot be several bodies
with differing ideals for those within. To become a Christian and
member of the church are synonymous. For a body to apply their
various functions it must have coordination of all its unique parts
and tasks.

No one can imagine the human body talking to itself declaring that
the foot is not as skilful as the hand and therefore not needed. Yet,
implications were that some in the first century saw their role as
superior to the other parts of the body. The whole is not one eye or
ear but the body working together (1 Cor 12:12-31). Unity was
achieved with all being included in the body. Continuously
improving the original function in the body is a fallacious attack on
the church. Once a function was established it could not be changed,
it became an irreducible order and could not evolve because of
culture, time or circumstances.

The body cannot be changed by time, circumstance or culture. It
remains as it was designed, it cannot evolve. The church is fitly
framed by God. Don Hatch
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FEBRUARY ASSIGMENTS

GREETERS:

Feb. 18 – Front Foyer – Randy & Barbara Reagan
Back Foyer – Henry Seidmeyer & Myrtle Wade

Feb. 25 – Front Foyer – Dale & Katherine Cox
Back Foyer – Robert & Cathy Taylor

Communion Preparation: Brenda Bryant

Contribution Counters: Darrell Allen & Robert Taylor

SERMONS

Feb. 18 – a.m. “Restoration ”
2 Corinthians 30:1-5

p.m. “God’s Word Accomplished”
Ezra 1:1-4

HAVE YOU INVITED
SOMEONE TO WORSHIP

THIS WEEK?

Ongoing Health Concerns: Bobby Bowen, Dessie Ross, Carol Swinney, David & Faye West, Laquita Baker, Ezra Castro,
Nellie Melvin, Grady Fowler, Paul Kelly, Beverly McKey, Jimmy Webb, Barbara Reagan,
Alice Worthy, Vicki Catlin, Parker Sneed, Polly Roses

Home Bound Members: Helen Thomas, Mary Walker, Dessie Ross, Gearldean Jones

Nursing Home: Nellie Melvin – Avalon Memory Care

Military: Chris & Abigail Mathews

EVENTS

MISSION PRINTING – Mission Printing will meet
every SUNDAY at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium to
collate and staple tracts to be sent all over the world.
Please come help us and enjoy the wonderful
Christian fellowship.

******
LADIES

Ladies Bible Class will be on Tuesday, February
13th at 10:00 a.m. at the Annex. Please invite your
friends and come join the Ladies in class.

Ladies Half Day is fast approaching. There are sign-
up sheets in the front foyer for you to volunteer in
helping out.

******
PRAYER CONCERNS

Anne Herriage will be going into the hospital on
February 14th to have her implant.
Keep Charlie Hall in your prayers as he has the flu.
Dessie Ross fell on Thursday and broke her hip.
Surgery was done on Friday. Please no visitors.
Linda Head is having trouble with her feet.
Nancy Pond sprained her ankle and it is swollen.
Bobby Allen’s son Don’s friend Stan is having heart
surgery and has requested our prayers.

There are many others who are dealing with short
term health issues. Please remember them in your daily
prayers.

******
TEEN BREAKFAST for the 39’ers will be on March
10th at 8 a.m. at the Annex. A sign-up sheet is in the
front foyer if you plan on attending. Everyone is invited.

******
DIRECTORY CHANGE

Please do not remove Julie Denton (Roses) from your
directory. She is still a member here. Sorry for the
confusion.

******
39’ers

Our monthly 39’ers potluck get-together will be on
Monday, February 19th at 6:30 p.m. in the Annex.
Please bring your favorite dish and come enjoy the
wonderful Christian fellowship.

******
We extend our deepest sympathy to Mike Haynes and
family on the passing of his Aunt Jo Nell Haynes Hejl.

Men who serve on the Lord’s Table on Sunday
mornings, please go to room #116 five minutes before
services.

News at Belt Line

FAMILY NEWS: Call in your information to the office at:

972-790-8606 by Sunday evening



2/19/18 – 39’ers – Annex – 6:30 p.m.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Cindy Derbyshire – 2/2
Robert Ruckman – 2/11
Joy Webb – 2/12
Cathy Taylor – 2/12
Alex Mayer – 2/16
Mary Curtis – 2/17
Debra Wintle – 2/20
Carol Partridge – 2/28

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES
Danny & Debbie Estes – 2/14

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
please contact Curtis Vaughan:

(469) 216-7580

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 2/18/18 SUNDAY PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table A.M. – Dean Webb

Richard Renfro Thomas Rathbun Darrell Allen
Nathan Allen Curtis Vaughan Randy Reagan
John Mayer Vern Lundquist P.M. – John Mayer
Kenny Mayer Robert Taylor Jerry McKey
Randy Reagan
Purman Cofer SCRIPTURE READING

A.M. – Jerry McKey
LORD’S TABLE (EVENING) 2 Chronicles 30:1-5

Thomas Rathbun P.M. – Randy Reagan
Darrell Allen Ezra 1:1-4

SONG LEADERS COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
A.M. – Mike Haynes Thomas Rathbun
P.M. – Nathan Allen

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 69 53 65 100
A.M. Worship 92 74 91 150
P.M. Worship 75 67 70 80
Wed. Class 66 62 62 85
Contribution $7221 $4247 $5549 $5300
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONARIES SUPPORTED
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Matthew Fola – Lagos, Nigeria
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Jose Luis Suarez Garcia - Mexico
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Elangwe & Magdaline Gregory – Wotutu, Cameroon
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India

OTHERS SUPPORTED
Paper Pulpit – Hurst, Texas
The Truth In Love – Hurst, Texas
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, Texas
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, Texas
Willie Alvarenga – Brown Trail School of Preaching
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution

STUDENT PREACHERS SUPPORTED
Brown Trail School of Preaching – Bedford, Texas

Joseph Harris, Nathan Boyd
Southwest School of Bible Studies – Garrett English

PERIODICALS POSTAGE
PAID

AT IRVING, TEXAS
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