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SERMONS FOR SUNDAY

April 5 , 2009
a.m. “First Sign”

Scripture: John 2:1-11

p.m. “Lord of Righteousness”
Scripture: Jeremiah 23:5-8

Redemption’s Plan
Don Hatch

The word “genesis” refers to origins, generations and the time of beginning. Genesis is
the beginning of the material universe and spiritual sphere where heaven and earth are under
God’s control. The Genesis account identifies man’s beginning, sin and need for redemption.
The grace of God is seen in His promise to Adam and Eve (Gen 3:15). It is obvious that the
book of Genesis does not seek to give details of man’s generations in laborious and tedious
manuscript form. Rather it takes special individuals, aspects of their lives and produces a
scheme of redemption. Redemption is the basic theme of Genesis. The need for redemption is
implied in the fall of Adam and Eve. The creation of man by God, their fall, the spread of sin
and a need for redemption dominates the pages of the Old Testament. The scheme of
redemption can be traced and defined in the genealogical records. These genealogies form a
background of the promises and their fulfillment. The connecting facts allow mankind to see
the God of the Bible as eternal and everlasting, for He lives from generation to generation. The
thread of His providence is seen in the Patriarchs and subsequently a full tapestry portrays
God’s handy work.

Genesis sets forth events in human history which are the most accurate known to man. It
includes dates, places, circumstances and relevant facts of God, sin, man and redemption.
Destroying Genesis is the destruction of the history of man’s birthright as human beings
created in the image of God and any lasting statement of their worth. The book of Genesis
covers basic concepts of theology, cosmetology, anthropology, sociology, hematology,
ethnology and soteriology. These are fundamental to a belief in man’s ultimate worth.

Theology clears up questions of God, His relationship to man and the fall. Man needs not
only to know of God but also His nature and will for man. The culmination of God’s revelation is
seen in Christ (Eph 1:3-15; Jn 1:1-17). Genesis manifests God as Creator, Revelator,
Lawgiver, Sustainer and Architect of salvation by grace.

Cosmogony speaks of the universe, its creation and that it is neither a self-contained nor a
self-explaining eternal universe. It is not God; rather it is His handy work (Psm 148:1-14).



Therefore no part of it is to be worshiped. The things created are subject to destruction. Only
Jehovah God is worthy of worship, reverence and adoration. When men create their own no-
gods in the likeness of terrestrial objects, celestial planets and stars, creeping things, birds,
four-footed beasts or men professing that they are wise, they have become fools (Psm 14:1;
Rom 1:18-20).

Anthropology is the study of man, his religion, social institutions, cultures, natural histories
and linguistics. Studying man apart from his origin, nature and fall is incomplete. Man is made
physical and spiritual. His inner man is in the image of God. Hence anthropology which does
not consider this is unfinished.

Sociology is the science which systematically takes empirical evidence and critically
analyzes it to develop knowledge of societies. Social structure and activities provide a broad
range of information about interaction, culture, deviance and the approach man has taken to
the role of societies. Societies found in the Genesis account reflect God until subverted by evil
men who wax worse and worse.

Hamartiology covers the branch of theology concerning sin and missing the mark in
regard to obeying God. Sin is ascribed to man when he falls short of the glory of God (Rom
3:23). It includes man’s personal choices. The fall of Adam and Eve and choices of their
progeny had a profound effect on man. Each individual is responsible for his own sins.

Ethnology identifies where the races came from. Genesis sets forth the only valid proof of
where the races came from (Gen 11). Racism was developed by Darwin’s evolutionary
teaching that one race is more highly advanced than another. The Bible affirms that all races
came from Adam and Eve. The reality of sin’s effects upon all races show that sin was the
problem and not race.

Soteriology defines the need for salvation. As surely as sin exists God has provided a
means to save man from it. What must be done to receive salvation is revealed in the Bible.
Genesis does not clearly show the full impact of God’s scheme of redemption but manifests
the essentiality of obedience.

All of these aspects of mankind are interrelated and establish evidence of the universe,
man, society, sin, race and God’s plan for salvation. No other book is like the Bible. It covers
these relevant issues showing that man is not a beast but a special creation of God. Within the
book of Genesis mankind finds the truth about his origin. The Genesis account sends man in
search of salvation and that leads only to Christ. By the studying of Adam and his race, sin is
pronounced and salvation is clear. God offers incontestable proofs that salvation for Adam’s
race is in the last Adam who was the life-giving spirit, Jesus Christ (1 Cor 15:45-49). The first
man was of the earth and the second was of heaven. The Genesis account is an
incontrovertible first source about God, man, sin and redemption. Only Jesus Christ has the
credentials to be Savior, Mediator, High Priest and the One worthy to be seated at the right-
hand of the Father (Act 2). He is the summation of God’s scheme of redemption.



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds
As we look out at those who seem to always get in trouble with society we are reminded of the
passage in 1 Corinthians 15:33 that notes, “Do not be deceived: Bad company corrupts good
morals.” As we think about this passage we can reflect back on so many instances of people
getting involved with the wrong crowd. I recall a story of four teen-age girls from Kingwood,
Texas. These girls are the seventeen year olds (one is sixteen) who went on a rampage of
armed hold-ups because they were bored. Drugs and alcohol and bad company all came
together as a prescription for disaster and how they are all facing hard time in prison. Our
choice of friends can certainly determine the result of those future activities in life. For some it
will result in good but for others it will prove to be a bad decision. As we watch people make
bad decisions we wonder what they were thinking of. Is there no consideration of what the
future consequences might be? Is it possible that people who make bad choices are those who
are living for the present only and have no concern for past experiences or thought for future
results?

The apostle Paul, in addressing the church at Corinth, writes about the life that endures while
living in this present age. In 2 Corinthians 6:14 he writes, “Do not be bound together with
unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has
light with darkness?”

This is certainly more than just “good advice.” As Christians we must be careful concerning
our company or we too will fall into some situations that can corrupt our good morals.
~Jerry McKey

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

“For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on
earth is named, that he would grant you, according to the riches of his glory, that ye may be
strengthened with power through his Spirit in the inward man; that Christ may dwell in your
hearts through faith; to the end that ye, being rooted and grounded in love, may be strong to
apprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know
the love of Christ which passeth knowledge, that ye may be filled unto all the fulness of God”.

‘Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think,
according to the power that worketh in us, unto him be the glory in the church and in Christ
Jesus unto all generations for ever and ever. Amen’ (Eph 3:14-21).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

SOWING THE SEED OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IN 2009

“But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! because ye shut the kingdom of heaven
against men: for ye enter not in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are entering in to enter.
Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye devour widows' houses, even while
for a pretence ye make long prayers: therefore ye shall receive greater condemnation. Woe



unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea and land to make one
proselyte; and when he is become so, ye make him twofold more a son of hell than
yourselves” (Matt 23:13-15).

In Matthew 23 there are seven woes which portray false teachers. The possibilities of teaching
others errors which will bring damnation to their souls were woeful and evil. A false teaching
produces a follower who became twofold more “a son of perdition” than the teacher. This
implied that such a teacher was in truth “a son of perdition”. God has always wanted the Jews
to share their religion with others. The Hebrews sought others to teach the commandments of
God in a missionary effort. The Jewish religion was contrasted with the pagan cults; it never
was God’s desire for them to live in the world as exclusivists. God messengers went to the
nations telling them of what God required (Gen 22:18; Ex 12:49; Lev 19:34; 1 Kg 8:41-43;
Amos 9:11; Mal 1:11).

Comparing the Hebrews to the pagans the Hebrews sought to bring morality to the forefront
and identify the true God who brought all blessings into existence. Moreover the synagogues
were a means to open to the world the impressive nature of God’s word. The habits, worship,
testimonies and love of the Hebrews were contrasted to that of the Gentiles. But if the words
and ways of God were misconstrued or falsely set forth it would bring about a major religious
shift. Proselytes were those cultivated to know, respond and do the traditions given to them by
the Hebrews. However, if the things taught were only from man’s imagination and not from
God all was in vain (Mat 15:7-9). To produce the needed moral, religious and social changes
demanded by God the Word of God was the only instrument which could effect these changes.

The purpose of the teachers mentioned by Jesus was to merely change a Gentile into a Jew
who was a legalistic, ritualistic and a hair-splitting zealot of the Pharisee’s tradition. Jesus
implies that such bigotry and vice did not make the proselyte into a follower of God. When they
became such a convert they were “sons of hell”, “a person belonging to, worthy of, and bound
for the fires of hell”. When Jesus saw these Pharisees and scribes annulling God’s word, His
sovereignty and enthroning man-made righteousness He could only give a truthful assessment
to what false religion really does to the souls of men. Such teaching set the proselyte at
variance with God and went a step beyond by blocking any true knowledge of God’s
requirements for man. False teaching was a woeful and evil deed. Their many rules and
regulations which were contrary to the doctrine of God did not bring freedom from sin. Rather,
it brought bondage and alienation. The key of knowledge is found in God’s word and a correct
application of it in an individual’s life.

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, April 5, 2009

Front foyer: JC & Dessie Ross; Max Melton

Back foyer: Robert & Cathy Taylor



Sunday, April 12 2009

Front foyer: Nancy Pond; Roberta Price

Back foyer: Ilene Ashworth; Carol Swinney

Family News:
MISSION PRINTING

Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning gathering will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will meet at 5:15 p.m. in room #116.

LADIES
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet in the Annex on Tuesday, April 7th at 9:30 a.m.

TEEN WORK DAY
Be sure to get your name on the list if you need our Teens’ help around your home this
Saturday, April 4th. See Darrell Allen, John Mayer, or Ty Harvey.

IN APPRECIATION
I want to thank everyone for their prayers, concern, & support during my sister’s illness &
death. I couldn’t have gotten through this without your love & caring. It’s such a blessing to be
part of a loving church family. Carol Swinney

THOSE TO SERVE IN APRIL
Lord’s Table (front): Mike Batot, Thomas Rathbun, James Gilliam, Brandon Howard, Rob
Farmer, Denzil Myers, Glen Kelly, Stan Selby

(back): JC Ross, Robert Taylor, Max Melton, Keith Vaughn, Bobby Bowen, Jeremy
Hardegree, Derroll Allen, Roy Martin

p.m.: Darrell Allen; Robert Ruckman

Card pickup: (a.m.) Cole Howard, Ethan Howard (p.m.) Scot Allen, Nathan Allen

Contribution Counters: Mike Batot, Stan Selby

Communion Preparers: Stan & Doris Selby



RESPONSE
Brandon Williams responded to the Lord’s invitation on Sunday morning, asking us to pray for
his spiritual guidance & strength.

PRAYER CONCERNS
∙Gwen Bingham is in HEB, room #412.

∙Marvin Brown fell from a ladder & injured his knee.

∙Everett Newton will undergo chemo to try to head off leukemia.

∙Myrtle Wade got good results from her test.

∙James Barnes (Gladys’ son) is home doing well while awaiting bypass surgery scheduled for
April 22nd at Medical City, Arlington.

∙Kathy Bennett (Marjorie’s daughter) will have surgery on Thursday (4/2) at Baylor/Irving.

∙Louise Gierling (former member Tom Gierling’s mother) is in North Hills Hospital & not doing
well.

∙Rose Mohsen (missionary in France) is ill with bronchitis.

∙Charlotte Terry (Nancy Pond’s friend) has moved to room #555, Baylor/Irving Rehab.

∙Kaydi Stone (Cindy Vaughn’s 5-mo. old great niece) is home & doing better.

∙Natasha Yakimenko (missionary in Russia) got a good report from her doctor.

Continuing Prayer Concerns:
Grady Fowler, Fauna Garrett, Billie Gilliam, Don & Judy Hancock, Garldean Latham, Linda
Matthews, Tom Prince, Thomas West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Nancy Bauer
(Scott Watson’ mother), Glen Elmore (elderly father of a friend of Garl Latham), Frank Garrett
(Fauna’s husband), Mildred Pennington, Ronnie Vaughn (Dessie’s son), (the Gilliam’s sister-
in-law), Scott Watson (Jeanene Heilman’s friend), Ilya Yakimenko (missionaries in Russia), &
our shut-ins.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· April 4: Teen work day
· April 5: Mission Printing in the Jr. Auditorium at 4:00 p.m.
· April 5: Singing session in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.
· April 7: Ladies’ Bible Class at 9:30 a.m. in the Annex
· April 11-15: Southwest Lectures in Austin
· April 25: Ladies’ ½ Day
· June 3: Summertime Preaching
· June 15-17: Vacation Bible School
· July 5-9: Jr. Youth Camp
· July 19-24: Sr. Youth Camp



NURSERY ATTENDANTS
Sunday morning:
· Samantha Harvey

Sunday evening:
· Debra Alonzo

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Richard Renfro
Mike Batot JC Ross Henry Seidmeyer
Thomas Rathbun Robert Taylor Mike Garrison
James Gilliam Max Melton
Brandon Howard Keith Vaughn A.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Rob Farmer Bobby Bowen Bill Matthews
Denzil Myers Jeremy Hardegree John 2:1-11
Glen Kelly Roy Martin
Stan Selby Derroll Allen A.M. SONG LEADER

Darrell Allen
SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
Thomas Rathbun
Garl Latham

P.M. SCRIPTURE READING
Jerry Baker
Jeremiah 23:5-8

P.M. SONG LEADER
Ty Harvey

LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
Darrell Allen
Robert Ruckman

COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Mike Batot

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 91 104 93 125
A.M. Worship 143 160 154 210
P.M. Worship 87 89 90 112
Wed. Class 69 83 82 110
Ladies Bible Class - 22 30 35
Contribution $4920 $5381 $5475 $5474



MISSIONS
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Willie Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenille, TX
Bitragunta Church of Christ, Bitragunta, India
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


