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Remission of Sins
Don Hatch

“Remission” is taken from a Greek word
[], which means to “send away”. Scripture
makes it clear that this is God’s prerogative. No
instance can be found where an Apostle granted
this, nor was it intended that the “word” alone
could bestow or declare man free from sin. The
Bible declares forgiveness or remission as an
effect of man’s being faithfully obedient to God’s
commands. Thus, God could declare forgiveness
because of the sacrifice of Christ.
Sin can be of omission [failing to do what is
commanded] or commission [doing that which is
forbidden]. Forgiveness corresponds to remission
of punishment due to sinful conduct and
deliverance from divinely imposed penalty. Such
remission is based upon the vicarious and
propitious sacrifice of Jesus Christ. It is apparent
that forgiveness is not a temporary suspension of
punishment that later will be inflicted.
Forgiveness is founded upon an adequate
atonement for sin [Jesus Christ].

Christ established that there are conditions to be
fulfilled before forgiveness can be granted. The
restoring of a former relationship, broken by sin,
is effected by repentance. It requires cooperation
of both parties. Forgiveness can be granted and
accepted. The parable of the “Prodigal Son”
constitutes a state of mind on the part of the
father to forgive and the son who quit his
waywardness (Lk 15). Forgiveness assures a
restoration of the relationship that existed before
sin intervened (Jer 31:31; Isa 38:17; 43:25; Mic
7:19). To resend estrangement one must be
willing to obey. God restores as one responds by
repentance, confession of Christ as the Son of
God and being baptized for remission of sins
(Acts 2:38). The penalty for sin is removed in
Christ (2 Cor 5:20, 21). Forgiveness is always
contingent upon fulfillment of conditions.

Multiple passages describe God’s forgiveness.
The Bible also discusses the unpardonable sin of
blaspheming the Holy Spirit (Mat 12:31-37; Mk
3:28-30; Lk 12:10) and a sin unto death (1 Jn
5:16; Heb 6:1-6). Enjoining in prayer on the
behalf of such an individual is stymied until
repentance takes place. The act for which Jesus
reproved the Pharisees was attributing His works
to Beelzebub (Mt 12:28). Their moral nature was
completely warped. The distinction of good and
evil had been obliterated. No appeal could reach
them and win them back (Heb 6:1-6). All hope
was gone. Not because God had set an arbitrary

line of sinfulness, beyond which His grace will not reach
but because they put themselves beyond the possibility of
attaining to that state of mind essential to divine
forgiveness.

Jesus’ claim to forgive sin gave rise to a controversy. The
Jews believed only God could forgive sin (Mk 2:7; Lk
5:21; 7:49). This was true but Jesus was God with us (Mat
1:18-20). He had divine power to forgive sin. Jesus
affirmed this power. To prove He had such power He
healed the palsied man telling him he was forgiven of sin.
Jesus asked which was harder to heal or forgive (Jn 8:17-
26). Imposters claim intangible power like forgiveness of
sin but none could easily disprove such a claim when the
one healed was present (Lk 5:18-26; Mt 9:2-9).

Forgiveness is an act of grace on the part of God prompted
by His mercy and love. He forgives freely all who will
comply with His conditions of repentance and abandoning
sins. It does not dispense with the need for Jesus’
atonement on the cross. The concept of atonement is
fundamental to the plan of God (Rom 5:1-10; 2 Cor 5:18-
20; Col 1:21). Reconciliation and propitiation go hand and
glove with forgiveness. It requires man’s faithfulness in
obedience to the instructions of God. Jesus became the
“Lamb of God” who took away the sins of the world (Jn
1:29). The Apostles repeatedly affirmed forgiveness and
reconciliation to God based upon the death of Christ (Acts
4:12; Rom 3:24, 25; 5:11; 2 Cor 5:19; Gal 3:13; Heb
10:1).

Sin produces an estrangement between the injurer and the
wronged. The nature of God is such that sin brings about
alienation between sinful man and Himself. Thus,
atonement by Christ was necessary to remove the cause of
estrangement and transfer it into a scene of forgiveness.
God is not piqued at man’s sins. His righteousness will not
allow Him to be indifferent to sin. His wrath must rest
upon disobedience (Jn 3:36; Rom 1:18). God hates sin. Sin
makes an enemy of God (Rom 5:10). God could not be
true to Himself if he tolerated sin. Each sin leads man
farther and farther away from his Maker and produces a
greater barrier between the two. Christ’s atonement was
designed to remove the cause and effect a restoration
between man and God. Christ’s sacrifice was the purpose
of forgiveness to insure atonement where one could find
compete forgiveness. Reconciliation started with God not
man (Rom 3:25; 2 Cor 5:19). God wooed man before man
sought God. Forgiveness shows God’s love for man and in
a magnanimous way wins man back to God. Atonement is
the complete expression of love and righteousness
showing God yearning for man and His intolerance of sin.
God’s blessings are offered, man must have obedient faith
and obey God’s commandments relative to receiving
certain blessings. Man can know forgiveness and
remission of sin in Christ (Eph 2:3-14).

Repent

Believe the Gospel

Confess Faith
In Christ

Baptism

Hear the Gospel

Where families worship,
serve and raise their

children

“…churches of Christ salute you” (Rom 16:16)

Established 33 AD

THE GOSPEL PLAN
OF SALVATION

Hear-Romans 10:17
Believe-John 8:24
Repent-Acts 17:30
Confess-Romans 10:10
Be Baptized-Acts 22:16
Saved - in Christ (Galatians 3:27)



FAMILY CARE
A Message from Our Shepherds

SPECIAL THANKS:
Last Fall a need arose suddenly in the Bear Ministry for

someone to coordinate the work done by the volunteers for this
program. The Bear Program provides handmade Teddy Bears to
newborns in the nursery at the Hospital, to children in the
emergency room and to children getting lab work done at the
Medical/Surgical Clinic next to the Hospital. This is a great
program that gets the name of the Belt Line Road church of Christ
out to many people at a stressful time in their lives.

Marcella Porter volunteered to take on this responsibility.
She has solicited new workers and organized the existing
volunteers in a more productive manner. This group of workers
are doing an outstanding job. Here are the results of their work in
numbers of bears delivered to date:

354 to the Nursery, 439 to the Lab in the Clinic, 487 to the
ER, totaling 1,280 bears delivered. This is an amazing number
and is far above any previous year this program has existed (at
least 30 years). Thanks to every volunteer and to Marcella for all
your dedicated work on this program. Keep up the good work.

TODAY’S ARTICLE:
This month let us explore why we believe in the Bible. The

Bible is a wonderful book, highly esteemed by many. Dwight
Eisenhower once said, “The Bible is endorsed by the ages. Our
civilization is built upon its words. In no other book is there such
a collection of inspired wisdom, reality, and hope.” Charles
Dickens also said, “The New Testament is the very best book that
ever was or ever will be known in the world.” As Christians, we
also should not be ashamed to confess our own faith in the Bible.
We realize that it is the Word of God written by men, who were
inspired by the Spirit of God - 2 Tim 3:16-17 “All Scripture is
given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work.” So what evidences are there to believe that the Bible
is inspired of God? There are many so let’s just review a few,
beginning with the uniformity of the Bible.

We start with understanding that the Bible is a collection of
66 books written over a period of 1600 years, a span of 40
generations, written by about 40 authors from every walk of life.
Let us look at some of the authors. Moses, a political leader
trained in the universities of Egypt, Peter, a fisherman, Amos, a
herdsman, Joshua, a military general, Nehemiah, a cup bearer to
a king, Daniel, a prime minister, Luke, a physician, Solomon, a
king, Matthew, a tax collector, Paul, a tentmaker and rabbi.
Notice also that it was written in different places. Moses was in
the wilderness, Jeremiah in a dungeon, Daniel on a hillside and
in a palace, Paul inside prison walls, Luke while traveling, John
in exile and on the isle of Patmos, others in the rigors of military
campaigns. Notice also it was written at different times and
during different moods. David in times of war, Solomon in times
of peace, some writing from the heights of joy, others from the
depths of sorrow and despair. Now notice it was written on three
continents, and in three languages; Asia, Africa, Europe and
Hebrew, Aramaic, Greek, which subject matter includes hundreds
of controversial topics such as the origin of man and the universe,
the nature of God and the nature of sin and man’s redemption.

Next week let us visit the harmony and continuity of this
wonderful book called the Bible. Have a great week and continue
to remember our members who are suffering along with all the
people down south of us.

Jerry McKey

How God Speaks Today
Any discussion about how God speaks to mankind today must first rest
upon the foundation of Verbal Plenary Inspiration. If inerrancy is not
accepted and inspiration of the Bible is denied little ground can be
found for discussing the chain of authority of God to speak to modern
mankind.

Anything short of saying, the items that establish Christianity are truth
and accuracy falling short of the basis of Christian belief. Cunning
fables cannot coexist with truth. God bore witness to Jesus Christ as
His beloved Son (Matt 3:17; 17:1-5; Jn 12:28; 2 Pet 1:17). God made
prophecies sure and He bore witness to Jesus and His apostles with
signs, wonders, manifold powers and gifts of the Holy Spirit (Heb 2:1-
5). No prophecy of Scripture is of private interpretation because true
prophecy came by God and holy men spoke being moved by the Holy
Spirit (1 Pet 1:20,21). In the past God chose to use various ways and
means to speak with the prophets who in turn faithfully relayed the
messages word for word to the people (Heb 1:1,2). Today the scriptures
make one wise unto salvation when they are not wrested (2 Tim 3:15; 2
Pet 3:14-18).

In Scripture God is identified as Creator, Sustainer, Sovereign, Ruler
and Savior. God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit are
one in purpose and nature. Mystical pagan gods are no-gods with
contrasting purposes and nature. Jesus proved unity with the Father was
by doing His will. Moreover, Jesus said the Holy Spirit would come to
portray the same purpose and unity (Jn 15 & 16). Jesus claimed that
what would be taught by those guided by the Holy Spirit would make
disciples one as He was one with the Father (Jn 17:20,21).

The Godhead has harmony of thought and action with separate
functions. The Father remained upon the “white throne” as Sovereign.
Jesus, who was equal with the Father, for the sake of redeeming man
was made a little lower than angels and was placed in a subordinate
position as man and a servant (Phil 2:5-10). Jesus had the fullness of
the Godhead dwelling in Him (Col 2:9). He became God with us and
gave Himself for our redemption (Matt 1:18-20; 2 Cor 5:18-20). The
Holy Spirit is an active agent for both the Father and Son wherein He
manifests what is sin, righteousness and judgment to come (Jn 16:7-
14). The liaison between Father, Son and Holy Spirit is a wonderful
part of the Godhead (divinity) seeking mankind’s salvation. We are
guided to know and understand this only in the Bible. Any act or
utterance from the Godhead is final in authority for they all act in
concert with one another.

In the Christian dispensation, the Father has given all authority to the
Son in heaven and upon earth (Matt 2818-20). With the exception
being the Father (1 Cor 15:24-28). Receipt of this was announced to the
apostles between the resurrection and ascension. Now as King of kings,
Jesus accomplishes the purpose of His reign (1 Cor 15:24-28; Rev
19:16). Christ is now the author and finisher of our faith and salvation
(Heb 12:2). As author, no angel, man or council can add, subtract or
amend His covenant (Gal 1:6-10).

During His earthly ministry Jesus chose and trained men to be his
witnesses (Act 1:3-10). Jesus promised the Holy Spirit would guide
them into all truth (Jn 16:13). The Holy Spirit was to guide them into
all remembrance of what Jesus taught (Jn 14:26). Therefore, they were
infallible witnesses (Jn 15:26,27). Their message was confirmed by
miracles (Mk 16:15-16; Heb 2:1-5). They were empowered to convey
limited power to others, some of which prophesied (Acts 8:1-25; 1 Cor
12:12-312; 14:1-40). The test of all prophecy was agreement with the
apostolic doctrine (Acts 2:42; 1 Cor 14:37; 1 Jn 4:5, 6; 1 Cor 3:6).

It is crucial that anyone changing doctrine be anathematized (Gal 1:6-
10). Timothy was instructed to warn Ephesus that no other doctrine
should be taught (1 Tim 1:3). Today the church needs to hold fast to the
sound words (2 Tim 1:3). When many witnesses verified a teaching, no
one would be faithful if they change what has been verified. D. Hatch
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OCTOBER ASSIGMENTS

GREETERS:

Oct 1- Front Foyer – Don & Anne Herriage
Back Foyer – Thomas Rathbun & Nancy Pond

Oct 8- Front Foyer – Robert & Cathy Taylor
Back Foyer – Bill & Linda Matthews

Communion Preparation: Bill & Linda Matthews

Contribution Counters: Robert Taylor & Darrell Allen

SERMONS

Oct 1 – a.m. “Explain Yourself”
1 Peter 3:15-22

p.m. “I Want Carefully To Tell You
Of God’s Love” --- Col. 4:2-6

Matthew 24:3-14

HAVE YOU INVITED
SOMEONE TO WORSHIP

THIS WEEK?

Ongoing Health Concerns: Bobby Bowen, Dessie Ross, Carol Swinney, David & Faye West, Laquita Baker
Mike Garrison, Nellie Melvin, Grady Fowler, Jerry Catlin, Paul Kelly, David Hawkins
Beverly McKey, Barbara Reagan, Anne Herriage, Bobby Allen, James Gilliam

Home Bound Members: Helen Thomas, Mary Walker, Dessie Ross, Gearldean Jones

Nursing Homes: Max Melton – Irving Nursing & Rehabilitation
Nellie Melvin – Avalon Memory Care

Military: Chris & Abigail Mathews

EVENTS
MISSION PRINTING – Mission Printing will meet
every SUNDAY at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium to
collate and staple tracts to be sent all over the world.
Please come help us and enjoy the wonderful
Christian fellowship.

******
LADIES

Ladies Bible Class will be on Tuesday, September
26. Please mark your calendar and join us at 9:45
a.m. The lesson will be “The Early Ministry Of
John The Baptizer And Jesus’s Baptism And
Temptations”. Ladies make plans to attend and bring
a friend.

******
PRAYER CONCERNS

Carol Partridge has been ill for a while. She is with
her daughter in Mansfield until she is better.
Jerry and Vickie Catlin has asked for prayers for
their friend Valerie and her family as they are in
Puerto Rico.
Dean Webb’s brother, Jimmie Webb has been
diagnosed with throat cancer. Please keep him in
your prayers.

PRAYER CONCERNS (con’t)
Cindy Derbyshire’s mom, Jeri Buchanan Smith was
put in hospice last week with a confirmed brain tumor.

The following people are in Baylor Scott and White
Hospital – Irving:

Linda Head – room #306
Denzil Myers – room #383
Mary Wise – room #408

******
It has come to our attention that we need 2 volunteers to
organize the meals for funerals. If you are interested,
please see Jerry or Beverly McKey and they will
provide information to you as to what is involved. There
is a sign-up sheet in the foyer if you can prepare a dish.

******
DIRECTORY CHANGE

Jan Smithson – new phone #214-304-1715

******
Sunday – November 1 Jerry McKey will have his
camera with him to take pictures of new members and
anyone who would like to update their picture for the
front foyer. Pictures will be taken in the library after
morning services.

News at Belt Line

FAMILY NEWS: Call in your information to the office at:

972-790-8606 by Sunday evening



11/5/17 – Our Gospel Meeting with
Jeff Jenkins

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

David West – 9/1
Jackye Jewett – 9/2
Dean Webb – 9/4
Brenda Bryant – 9/7
Katherine Cox – 9/8
Billy Joe Swain – 9/8
Sherry Hodge – 9/13
Charlotte Burrows – 9/17
Marcella Porter – 9/20
Mary Martini – 9/24
Dessie Ross – 9/26

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES

Scott* & Debra Wintle – 9/17
Vern & Melody Lundquist – 9/22
David & Faye West – 9/24
Ray & LaFon Simpson – 9/27
Bryan* & Delisa Banister – 9/30

If unable to serve on the Lord’s table,
please contact Curtis Vaughan:

(469) 216-7580

LORD’S TABLE (MORNING) 10/1/17 SUNDAY PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table A.M. – Richard Renfro

Thomas Rathbun Bobby England Jerry Baker
Nathan Allen Alex Mayer Alex Mayer
Kenny Mayer Xavier Kaiser P.M. – Don Herriage
Glen Kelly Curtis Vaughan Ken Lee
John Mayer
Purman Cofer SCRIPTURE READING

A.M. – Dean Webb
LORD’S TABLE (EVENING) 1 Peter 3:15-22

Randy Reagan P.M. – Alex Mayer
Darrell Allen Colossians 4:2-6

SONG LEADERS COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
A.M. – Randy Reagan Thomas Rathbun
P.M. – Mike Haynes

Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal
Sun. Class 59 63 59 100
A.M. Worship 94 108 94 150
P.M. Worship 64 77 66 80
Wed. Class 72 62 64 85
Contribution $4829 $5206 $5317 $5220
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THOSE PRIVILEGED TO SERVE THIS SUNDAY

FOR THE RECORD: ATTENDANCE & BUDGET NUMBERS

MISSIONARIES SUPPORTED
Glen Tattersall – Australia
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
Gary & Nadya Workman – Ukraine
Charlie & Mary DiPalma – Australia
Willie & Del Gley – Ghana/Togo, Africa
David & Paula Tarbet – New Milford, CT
Ted Lingren – Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Rohan & Sandra Jones – Cape Town, South Africa
Elangwe & Magdaline Gregory – Wotutu, Cameroon
Terry & Pam Laurence – Ft. Defiance, Arizona – Navajo
Dennis & Beth Johnson – Chennai Teacher Training School – India

OTHERS SUPPORTED
Paper Pulpit – Hurst, Texas
The Truth In Love – Hurst, Texas
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home – Keller, Texas
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, Texas
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution

STUDENT PREACHERS SUPPORTED
Brown Trail School of Preaching – Bedford, Texas

Dolcey Patino, Roberto Ortiz, Joseph Harris, Nathan Boyd
Southwest School of Bible Studies – Garrett English

PERIODICALS POSTAGE
PAID

AT IRVING, TEXAS
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