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SERMONS FOR SUNDAY
March 23, 2008
a.m. “The Sin Of Meroz ”
Scripture: Judges 5:19-23

p.m: “Depths Of Mercy”
Scripture: 1 Peter 3:18-22

Principles Of The Gospel
Don Hatch

The fable of the Gordian knot originated centuries before Christ. This mythical knot, with some
fragments of history, is related to Gordius, who became king of Phrygia in an unusual way. As
a peasant Gordian plowed his field with oxen. One day an eagle landed on his oxen and it was
called a sign of his royal destiny. The ox cart became sacred and he was proclaimed king of
Phrygia. The crude cart was made a shrine on the Acropolis of Gordium. A knot was attached
to the tongue of the cart which no one could untie. It was predicted that the one who would
undo the knot would become the king of Asia Minor. Alexander the Great, with a horde of
soldiers, mounted the Acropolis to untie the knot. Alexander could not untie it and to keep from
being marked as a failure he cut it. This became known as the “Alexandrian Solution”. Thus
Alexander became the fulfillment of this ancient myth.

Today the Gordian knot of the atheist, modernist and skeptic is an explanation of a universe
without a God. They deny God, Christ, the church of Christ, the Bible, miracles of the Bible, a
Universe which demands a designer, sin which needs redemption, morals which could not be
derived from mere man, laws without a first Lawgiver, creation without a Creator and a cosmos
without someone to sustain it. The universal law given in Hebrews is “…every house is builded
by some man”, every design must have a designer and everything built must have a creator
(Heb 3:1-4). It is unreasonable to deny a universe which exists without an intelligence
engineering its construction. The proper evidence of life denies mere chance for its existence.
The cosmos is unequivocally, indubitably and irrefutably evidence of a Mind so great that it
eliminates chance from the equation. We do not live in randomness but order. Consider the
instincts of animals and insects. From where did the instincts of birds to migrate come?
Consider the beehive, its construction, repairs and how it sustains life, with a queen, workers
and drones. Did the queen design the hive, workers to preserve the honey? There must be an
All Wise Infinite Designer and Sustainer of the universe! All nature speaks of design from the
largest mammal to the single celled amoeba. Nature testifies to the facts that there are laws of
nature which preceded man’s existence that he is still discovering. Who is the man that can
say he instructed God on how to build a universe (1 Cor 2:16)? The universe has checks and
balances to protect all forms and phases of life without which nothing living could survive.
Wherever there is a need nature is designed to supply what is needed. The ways nature
adapts and adjusts is ample proof of the reign of a Lawgiver who designed law and order to
which all things in the universe conform. Order is heaven’s law not man’s. Man lives chaotically
and in randomness. It is incredible for mere men to conceive that they can run a universe and
comprehend its vastness. How can man not see the Divine Mind behind all things great and
small (Acts 14:15-18; Rom 1:18-20)?



The Bible affirms that God has universal Sovereignty; He is the Lawgiver of all nature and
eternity. He will one day Judge man for his deeds upon the earth and as the ultimate Authority.
He demands obedience while giving man a Savior to redeem him from lawlessness (all sin is
lawlessness 1 Jn 3:4). The enigma is that the doubters cannot, with human reasoning, unravel
the nature of man his character, destiny of the soul, spiritual blessings or the deity of Christ,
His incarnation, bodily presence, death, burial, resurrection and ascension to the right-hand of
the Father. The only manner of solving this mystery is to believe in the inerrant Verbal Plenary
word of God which of course atheists, modernists and skeptics deny. The Bible alone reveals
the means of pardon and salvation. The elements of Christianity are essential items which
must be believed before spiritual blessings are bestowed. The court which weighs things in the
balance is always in session and its imperatives summon man to respond. Are we not fearfully
and wonderfully made (Psm 139:14)? Do we not have eternity in our hearts (Ecc 3:11)? Does
man have a sense of ought? Does he know right from wrong? Do the beasts of the field have
such a sense?

The prophecies of Christ, His deity, incarnation, the church, redemption, and proof of His life,
death and resurrection are indisputable. There are over 300 prophecies and not one failed to
be fulfilled (Lk 24:44-48). History insists that such a Man lived. He was born in Bethlehem,
lived and preached in Israel, died during the Roman Empire, was crucified by Pontus Pilate,
hung between two malefactors. Thousands saw the dastardly deed. His friends begged for His
body. Pilate was amazed that He had died so soon. He was buried in a borrowed grave. His
disciple believed Him to be dead and prepared Him for burial. They mourned His death, on the
third day He was raised by the glory of the Father. Guards were bribed to say He did not arise.
He walked with His disciples for forty days, ate with them and appeared to over 500 before He
ascended to the right-hand of the Father (1 Cor 15:1-7). The regal prophecy that He would be
called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace with a
government placed under His authority cannot be of human doings (Isa 2; 4; 11; 53).

Principles of the Gospel are indisputable, salvation has come to man. Christ came and is
coming again. Mankind needs to prepare to meet their God.

FAMILY CARE
A Message From Our Shepherds

Who is a Christian? We see this question asked over and over again. People of the past have
tried to will various personal items to Christians. Our courts get bundled up and can’t make a
right decision because the judges don’t use the Bible to make this determination. Our judges
and lawyers fail to use the proper material (Bible) in deciding the meaning of a Christian. See,
if our judges would use the pages of the book (Bible) they used to be sworn into office, they
would find the answer. The Bible clearly makes the determination of who is a Christian!

A Christian is one that has been born again into the kingdom (John 3:3-5). When one is
begotten by the spirit through the word (1 Peter 1:23; James 1:18), and born of water (Eph.
5:26), he is converted into the kingdom (Matt 18:3), and is a Christian.
Christians are those who have had their sins forgiven. Christ says that He forgives sins when
one repents and is baptized (Acts 2:38; 3:19). Have we compiled with these conditions that our
sins might be washed away by the blood of Christ?



One is a Christian who obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine (Rom. 6:17-18). Doctrine or
teaching is important for we must obey a certain form or pattern of doctrine to be saved. One
must obey the truth to be saved (1 Peter 1:22), and if one obeys the wrong doctrine (error), he
will be lost (2 Thess. 2:10-12). We must study and make sure we have obeyed the true
doctrine.

A Christian is one that is IN Christ (2 Cor. 5:17). One must be in Christ to have access to all
spiritual blessings, for all are in Christ (Eph. 1:3). One must be in Christ to be saved, for
salvation is in Christ (2 Tim. 2:10). To be in Christ is to be His body (1 Cor. 12:13. To be in the
body of Christ is to be in His Church (Eph. 1:22-23). Therefore, all Christians are in Christ’s
body, the Church (Acts 2:47). The only way one can get into Christ, where there is salvation, is
by baptism (Rom. 6:3; Gal. 3:27).

Remember, meeting together with fellow saints is a spiritual blessing that should be obeyed
and practiced regularly. When we are absent because of our own doings, we need to re-
evaluate our priorities. There is an all seeing eye watching us!

Have a great week serving our true and living God. Pray for our sick and shut-ins.

~ Dean Webb

SOWING THE SEED OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IN 2008
Brotherhood

No permanent progress in attaining brotherhood is ever achieved until all have the same basis
of belief, the Bible. In spite of tensions that divide the world there is a means to brotherhood.
The noblest process of bringing men together is Christianity. Its enterprise of teaching all a
manner of life which draws them together rather than dividing them is unique. The freedom in
Christ does not set man free to use freedom as a cloak of wickedness. Honor, love and
brotherhood is derived from reverence of God. Being free from sin allows one to be a servant
of righteousness. Righteousness exalts a nation but sin is a reproach to any nation.
Christianity sets high morals and religious standards which when achieved bring
unprecedented unity. Brotherliness is one of the eight virtues of Christianity (1 Pet 1:1-11).

~ Don Hatch; article to appear in the March 2, 2008 issue of the Dallas Morning News

What a Passion for Evangelism Does

1. It makes us appreciate the fact of our own salvation even more than we formerly did.

2. It helps to impress us with the urgency of the tasks of saving the souls of men, because
we are constantly reminded of our mission to share the Gospel with every creature.

3. We actually become burdened with the thought of lost people around us and begin
praying about them.



4. It opens our eyes to the power of the Gospel as we see people responding to the
invitation of Jesus.

5. It reminds us of the power of God’s word to change lives.

6. It builds a new fire or helps to rekindle an old flame in the eyes of Christians.

7. Most of all, it glorifies the Father who is in Heaven. He sees His people at their best,
working for the salvation of souls.

~ Bob Crass

GREETER ASSIGNMENTS

Sunday, March 23, 2008

Front foyer: Mike & Elizabeth Garrison; Max Melton

Back foyer: Megan Little; Carol Swinney

Sunday, March 30, 2008

Front foyer: Bill & Linda Matthews; Ilene Ashworth

Back foyer: JC & Dessie Ross

Family News:

MISSION PRINTING
Mission Printing will meet Sunday at 4:00 p.m. in the Jr. Auditorium.

MENS’ GATHERING/DEVOTIONAL
The Monday morning gathering will meet at 6:00 a.m. in the Annex.

SINGING SESSION
The Sunday afternoon singing session will meet in room #116 at 5:15 p.m.

LADIES
Ladies’ Bible Class will meet Tuesday, March 25th at 9:30 a.m. for a lesson by Beverly
McKey.



The Ladies’ Sunday afternoon class will meet from 4:45 p.m. to 5:45 p.m. this Sunday, March
23rd in room #206.

DIRECTORY CHANGE
Jean Haddock’s new address is 822 N. Britain Rd., #6; Irving; 75061. Phone: 972-554-2469.

THANK YOU
I’d like to thank everyone for all of the cards & prayers on my behalf during my illness. I’m
overwhelmed by the loved I feel from my church family; please continue to pray for me. Love,
BC Fowler

WEDDING INVITATIONS
Because you have shared in our lives by your friendship and love, we Kenica Amanda Parish
and Brandon Charles Thomason together with our parents invite you to share the beginning of
our new life together when we exchange marriage vows on Saturday, the twenty-sixth of April
two thousand and eight at two o’clock in the afternoon. Lakeside Lodge; 5529 Upper Lake
Drive; Sulphur, OK 73086 .......

Gary Workman and Nadya Strakhova invite you to their upcoming wedding on Saturday,
March 29th at 1:00 p.m. at the Belt Line Road Church of Christ, 1202 N. Belt Line Road in
Irving. Reception to follow in the annex. Please call in an RSVP to the Belt Line church office
at (972)790-8606.

WITH SYMPATHY
Please remember the family of Elaine Sanford (Mary Curtis’ sister) as she passed away last
week.

PRAYER CONCERNS
√Bob Bingham’s surgery was cancelled; he will see a cardiologist on March 24th.

√BC Fowler is still weak & undergoing more tests.

√Mike Garrison was released from the hospital on Friday after treatment for an upper
respiratory problem.

√Hank Henry underwent a successful procedure last week.

√Frances LaFerney is doing better; the treatments seem to be working.

√Phoebe Latham badly cut her ankle & had to visit the ER.

√Tom Prince will undergo an injection in his back on March 26th.

Continue to remember those who are recuperating or suffering with long-term illnesses,
including: Fauna Garrett, Judy Hancock, Garldean Latham, AC & Maxine Prude, Frances
Tipton, Thomas West, Brad Anderson (Bill Paschall’s friend), Paul Batot (Mike’s dad), Shirley
Bryant (James Gilliam’s sister), Vern Daniel (Janice’s son) Frank Garrett (Fauna’s husband),



Elizabeth Oliver (Becky Henry’s sister), Nell Rogers (Carol Swinney’s sister), Earl Scott (Mary
Scott’s son), Nita Spencer (the Webb’s niece), Chelsea Sutton (the Garrison’s granddaughter),
Allen Taylor (the Taylor’s grandson), Lewis Tomlinson (Nelda Bell Newton’s son), Larry Toye,
& our shut-ins.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Be sure and mark your calendar -
· Mar 23 – Sunday Ladies’ Bible Class @ 4:45 pm in room #206
· Mar 25 – Tuesday Ladies’ Bible Class @ 9:30 am in the Annex
· Apr 12 – Shower for Brandon & Kenica in the Annex
· June 15 thru 18 –Vacation Bible School

NURSERY ATTENDANTS
Sunday morning:
· Jamie Little

Sunday evening:
· Melissa Allen

LORD’S TABLE/MORNING SUNDAY A.M. PRAYERS
Front Table Rear Table Dean Webb
Mike Garrison JC Ross Denzil Myers
Ty Harvey Robert Taylor Mike Batot
Bob Bingham Jeremy Hardegree
Tom Prince Bobby Bowen SCRIPTURE READING
Jerry Baker Virgil LaFerney Garl Latham
Rob Farmer Bill Paschall Judges 5:19-23
Brandon Thomason Max Melton
Darrell Allen Keith Vaughn

SUNDAY P.M. PRAYERS
Roy Thomas
Floyd Bryant


LORD’S TABLE/EVENING
Glen Kelly
Thomas Rathbun


COMMUNION TO SHUT-INS
Ron Baker

FOR THE RECORD: WEEK ENDING ATTENDANCE & BUDGET
Last Week This Week YTD Avg. Goal

Sun. Class 96 101 96 125
A.M. Worship 185 165 169 210
P.M. Worship 90 90 94 112
Wed. Class 90 89 93 110



Ladies Bible Class 27 23 28 35
Contribution $5153 $4934 $5511 $5400

MISSIONS
Gary Workman – Ukraine
21st Century Global Missions
Charlie & Mary DiPalma - India
Roland & Rose Mohsen – France
JB & Ivy Paul – Bitragunta, India
Glen & KuinTattersall – Australia
Oleg & Natasha Yakimenko - Russia
Wil & Telanda Sadler – Military Missions
Christ’s Haven Children’s Home - Keller, TX
Foster’s Home for Children – Stephenville, TX
Ian & Mabel McPherson – Tasmania Australia
Wayne Jackson – Christian Courier on the Web
Ted Lingren - Sisophon Bible School – Cambodia
Mission Printing Worldwide Literature Distribution
Terry & Pam Laurence – Bear Valley School of Preaching
Dennis & Beth Johnson - Chennai Teacher Training School – India


